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1 General

1. Customising the Web OPAC requires an adequate knowledge in Html (HyperText Markup 
Language). If you don’t know Html so well, we recommend leaving the Web OPAC files as they 
are. In case of incorrect changes in the Html files, we cannot guarantee smooth operation of the 
OPAC.

2. The Alephino web pages all have the file ending .htt (for HyperTextTemplate). This way, the files 
can be edited more comfortably under Windows after assigning a program for editing files of this 
type. The pages are mostly not complete html pages but only fragments. An overview over all 
pages can be found at the end of this document.

3. If a file filename_P.htt exists -where P is the one-digit code of the current database- this file is 
used taking priority over the corresponding basic page filename.htt. This way it is possible to 
design individual pages for each database. 

4. The files of the Web OPAC are located each in the directory ../htdoc/alipac_ger for the German 
user interface, ../htdoc/alipac_eng for the English user interface and ../htdoc/alipac_fre for the 
French user interface. Changes should always be done in all languages.
The configuration file of the Web OPAC is called alipac.cfg and is located in the directory ../etc.

5. Changes in files in the directory ../htdoc are effective after reaccessing the Web OPAC (or clicking 
on button Refresh in the browser).
To activate changes in files in the directory ../etc, the Alephino server must be restarted.

6. The files should by no means be edited with an Html editor but only with a text editor, e.g. 
Wordpad or Notepad, as the pages are mostly only incomplete fragments and also contain non-
Html elements like parameters which are vital for operating the OPAC. 

7. After changing the files, your installation differs from the standard version. The changes must be 
maintained manually by the customer after upgrading to higher a version or installing an update. 
For this, we suggest the following procedure:

- backup your customised files in a separate directory
- document which changes you have made

This way you can always reconstruct which changes you have made in which files and then 
maintain these changes after an Update installation if neccessary.
When there is a new release, the documentation always contains a list of files which are taken 
over when using the “Update installation” mode instead of “New installation” when installing the 
new release. All other files will be overwritten. Changes which were done in these files, must then 
be done again manually in the new file again. You must never simply copy your old customised 
files into the new release and overwrite its new files!
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1.1 How can I customise the start screen?

Different   logo   
- To replace the Alephino logo by your own logo, please copy the file with the new logo into the 
directory ../htdoc/alipac_<lng>/icon and edit the files menu.htt and menu-bor.htt as follows:

<!-- File: menu.htt -->

<a href="http://www.exlibris.co.il/international.php?newlang=German">
     <img src="&icon_path_&lng/icon/alephino-logo.gif" border="0" 
width="200px" 
      alt="ExLibris Deutschland" title="ExLibris Deutschland">

..

Replace alephino-logo.gif with your file name. maybe you have to adapt the 
dimension of the logo with width="200px".

Display catalog name instead of „Library“
- To display the name of your catalogue in the Web OPAC where it in the standard says "The 

Library", please edit the file ../etc/alipac.cfg, section (NamesENG) for the English user interface, 
(NamesGER) for the German user interface and (NamesFRE) for the French user interface.

..
(NamesENG)
M-TIT = The Library                      << change e.g. into „OPAC of the …”
..

Remove functions
- To remove e.g. the functions "Sign-in", "End session“ and "Systematic Search" from the top and 

the bottom part of the start screen, please comment the relevant lines out with <!-- and -->:

The files are called ../htdoc/alipac_<lng>/menue.htt (for borrowers who logged in) and menue-bor.htt 
(for borrowers who didn’t log in).

..
<!--
    </td>
    <td class="mainmenu" valign="middle" width="15%" align="center" nowrap>
      <a href="&server_session/bor-info" class="blue" 
       title="Log in to get access to borrower account"> 
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      Borrower card</a> 
    </td>

-->
..

1.2 How can I customise the search masks?

Basic  Search

Scan  list

Modify
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Complex  Search

Multi-base  Search

Systematic  Search

Different   search  aspects  (Bibliographic  search:  basic,  browse,  advanced,  refine,   
multibase  ; Systematic  search)

- To add, replace or remove search aspects in the Bibliographic search in the Basic Search, the 
Complex Search, the Multi-base Search, the Scan list search, when refining a list or in the 
Systematic search for classifications/thesaurus/subjects, please edit the file ../etc/alipac.cfg, 
section (SearchTerms):

..
(SearchTerms)
FIND = WRD,TIT,NAM,SUB,PER,COR,MEE,SCO,SME,TOT,GEO,PUB,YEA,SRS,TRM,ISN << *
SCAN = TIT,PER,COR,MEE,SPE,SCO,SME,TOT,GEO,PUB,PLA,YEA,SRS,ISN        << **
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REFINE = WRD,TIT,PER,COR,MEE,SPE,SCO,SME,TOP,GEO,PUB,PLA,YEA,SRS,ISN << ***
AUTOTRUNC = PER,COR,PUB
SYSIDX = PER:SUB,COR:SUB,MEE:SUB,TIT:SUB,SCT:SUB,TOT:SUB, ..   << syst. search

..

* basic/complex/multi-base 
** scan list search
*** modify

Note: the parameter AUTOTRUNC is used to automatically truncate the search aspects (authors, 
corporations etc.).

Search aspects that you don’t want to offer to the users, can be simply be removed.

If you want to add new search aspects or replace not required search aspects by other search 
aspects, please add resp. replace the code in the relevant line. In the systematic search you need to 
specify the master file and the search aspect, e.g. TRM:THS (=search aspect TRM of  the thesaurus 
master file). A list of all codes can be found under "command language" in the help for CCL search in 
the GUI search module. 
Also, the new search aspect needs a name for the Web OPAC. For this, please add the code and its 
name in the sections (NamesENG), Names(FRE) and (NamesGER).

..
(NamesENG)
M-TIT = The library
Z-MRC = Z39.50-MARC
TIT = Title keyword
NAM = All names
SUB = All subjects
PER = Personal names
COR = Corporate names
MEE = Meeting names
SPE = Subject/personal name
SCO = Subject/corporate name
SME = Subject/meeting name
TOT = Subject/topical term
GEO = Subject/geogr. term
PUB = Publisher
PLA = Publication place
YEA = Publication year
SRS = Series
ISN = ISBN/ISSN
TRM = Term
TOP = Top term
NOT = Notation
WRD = All fields
*
PER:SUB = Personal names
COR:SUB = Corporate names
MEE:SUB = Meeting names
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TIT:SUB = Uniform title
SCT:SUB = Chronological terms
TOT:SUB = Topical terms
GEO:SUB = Geographical terms
GEN:SUB = Genre / Form terms
TRM:THS = Thesaurus Term
NOT:THS = Thesaurus Notation
TOP:THS = Thesaurus Top Terms
TRM:PER = Persons Terms
NOT:PER = Persons Notation
TRM:ORT = Places Terms
NOT:ORT = Places-Notation
TRM:LND = Countries Terms
NOT:LND = Countries Notation
TRM:MAT = Materials Terms
NOT:MAT = Materials Notation
TRM:ZTR = Time Periods Terms
NOT:ZTR = Time Periods Notation
..

Different   search  aspects  (Bibliographic  search:  CCL)  

- In the CCL search all defined search aspects are available. To add explanations for further search 
aspects to the most common abbreviations used by the Alephino command language for MARC, 

please edit the file ../htdoc/alipac.<lng>/ccl-hints.htt:

..

Subsequently you'll find the abbreviations for most common search aspects.
A complete list is present in help menu, chapter <em>CCL command 
language</em>.
<br>

<em>TIT</em> = Words from titles --
<em>NAM</em> = Words from authors --
<em>SUB</em> = Words from headings --
<em>PUB</em> = Words from publisher --
<em>PLA</em> = Words from publishing places --
<em>YEA</em> = Year of publication --
<em>ISN</em> = ISBN / ISSN / ISMN / ISRN
..
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Different   search  aspects  (Bibliographic  search:  Multi-field  search)  

- To add, replace or remove search aspects in the Bibliographic search in the Multi-field search, 
please edit the file ../htdoc/alipac_<lng>/find-fix-form.htt.

Example: Replace search aspect Subject by ISBN.

..
<tr>
  <td class="td2" valign=top nowrap>
    Subject (topical term)                  << change into ISBN
  </td>
  <td class="td2" id="small">
     <input type="hidden" size=3 name="O2" value="AND">
     <input type="hidden" size=6 name="F2" value="TOT">  << change into ISN
     <input size=50 name="V2" value="$0002">
     <input type="submit" name="S2" value="Scan list">
  </td>
 </tr>
..
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1.3 How can I customise the full format?

The full view in the Web-OPAC 
 

uses an own format. This format can be modified without affecting the full view in the GUI Search 
module. Please edit the file ../etc/marcform.ext, section (titwww).

..
(titwww)
..
*TAG=045,NAME=011045,SUB=subabc
*TAG=046,NAME=011046,TEXT='6abcdejk1mn28'
*TAG=047,NAME=011047$a,TEXT='a8'
*TAG=048,NAME=011048,TEXT='ab8'
TAG=050,NAME=011050,TEXT='6ab38'
TAG=051,NAME=011051,TEXT='abc8'
TAG=052,NAME=011052,TEXT='6abd28'
TAG=055,NAME=011055,TEXT='6ab28'
TAG=060,NAME=011060,TEXT='ab8'
TAG=061,NAME=011061,TEXT='abc8'
TAG=066,NAME=011066,TEXT='abc'
TAG=070,NAME=011070,TEXT='ab8'
TAG=071,NAME=011071,TEXT='abc8'
..

You can deactivate lines with a * at the beginning. To activate a deactivated line, simply remove the *.

To find out the tag number of the field that you want to add resp. remove, please look at the record in 
the Tags format.

 How can I display only a selected part  of my  database  in the OPAC?
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If you wish to display a selection of your title records in the OPAC, you can do it by narrowing the 
displayed titles via a search query using title or item search aspects. 
You can setup the limited display in addition to or instead of your complete database.
If you want to display the selected titles instead of the complete database, you must change the 
database code in the file ../etc/alipac.cfg  from M-TIT to e.g. M-TIX. 
If you want to display the selected titles in addition to the complete database, you must add the 
database code e.g. M-TIX in the file ../etc/alipac.cfg as described below. 

Example: You want to setup an additional „virtual database“ which contains only material on a specific 
subject area. As you have classified all your records via the DDC number in field 082, this number can 
now be used to retrieve the records via the search aspect DDC. This search query is then used by a 
parameter called FILTER  to display only the selected titles (in our example e.g. Filter=’ddc=630*’). 

Please edit the following files: 

-  ../etc/marcfile.ext

* Virtual database using a filter
*
FILE=TIX,DEFIN=011,INDEX=titindex,LINK=titlnk,LOCATE=titloc,SFX=titsfx,
    FILTER='DDC=630*’,FORM=TIT                

Please note that entries which are longer than one line must be start in the next line with 3 blanks in front 
so that the system knows that this line is not a new entry but still part of the entry in the previous line.

-  ../etc/alipac.cfg

In order to search the database in the OPAC, the database code e.g. M-TIX must be added to the 
configuration file of the OPAC, section (Libraries).

(Libraries)
M-TIT = localhost:2069   
M-TIX = localhost:2069                 << add  line 

The parameter Library in the section (Common) defines which database is the default database when 
calling up the OPAC.

(Common)
Library = M-TIT                       << if you  want  the  new  database  to be  the  default  
database,   
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                                                             change  the  code  to M-TIX

In the section (Names<LNG>) the database is assigned a name. Add line for each language GER, 
ENG and FRE:

(NamesENG) 
M-TIT = Library local
M-TIX = Material on Agriculture        << add  line

..

© Ex Libris Deutschland GmbH (2009)                                                                                        Page 13 of 21  
Document title: How to customize the OPAC
Version: 4.0



1.4 How can I remove the Hold request function from the Holdings 
list?

Item request (Serial issues) – button „Hold request’ in front of each item

Title request – button „Hold request“ at the head of the list 

- To remove the Hold request function from the Holdings list, simply set the parameter HoldRequest in 
the file ../etc/alipac.cfg to N:

..
(Permissions)
UserInfo = Y
HoldRequest = Y        << set  to N
HoldDelete = Y
..
 
After restarting the Alephino server, the Hold Request buttons are not displayed anymore.
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 How can I customize the preset sort in Alephino?

You can define a preset sort for the display of the bibliographic records in short list. The parameter 
PRESORT can be used for “year accordingly title(descending)”, “Author accordingly title” or “title 
accordingly year”.

File ../etc/alipac.cfg
PRESORT = Year

The entry  „year“ belongs to the following sorts:

(SortENG)
Year = -1,4 "; sorted by year, title (descending)"
Author = 3,4 "; sorted by author, title"
Title = 4,1 "; sorted by title, year"

Please note that there is a limit for the sorting of records (parameter MaxSort in paragraph (Webapp)). 
In the standard, this parameter is set to 300, which means that up to 300 records are sorted. It is 
possible to set the limit to a higher number of records but you have to be careful. When the limit is too 
high, the sorting takes a long time and might lead to a time out.

 How can I display covers in Alephino?

The OPAC can display linked pictures, e.g. cover, in full format and in catalog card display.
Use tag COV in catalog record with an url. The url can be an internet link or a file in file system on the 
server.
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Appendix:  Overview  over  the  pages  of the  Alephino  Web  OPAC  
Version  4.0

Note:  

"Complete page" means that the file contains the complete frame of an html document, i.e. at 
minimum the <html>  and as well as the <head>  und the <body>  tag are symmetrically there. 

Almost all pages though use further files by <include> .

File  name Complete
page

Function

base-list.htt Yes Selecting the database

basket-close.htt No Basket short list bottom of page

basket-mail.htt Yes Save/Mail basket content

basket-menu.htt No Submenue basket functions

basket-note.htt Yes Enter note for basket entry

basket-open.htt No Basket short list top of page

basket-order-form.htt
Yes Output form for ordering documents via the basket (not active 

in the standard) 

basket-order.htt
Yes Input form for ordering documents via the basket (not active in 

the standard) 

basket-table-row.htt No Single line in basket list

bor-address.htt Yes Change borrower address

bor-cashlist-close.htt No Cash list bottom of page

bor-cashlist-head.htt No Cash list head of table

bor-cashlist-open.htt No Cash list top of page

bor-cashlist-row.htt No Single line in cash list

bor-chgpass.htt Yes Change borrower PIN code

bor-emptylist.htt No Empty list (loans/hold requests/cash)

bor-holdlist-close.htt No Hold request list bottom of page

bor-holdlist-head.htt No Hold request list head of table

bor-holdlist-open.htt No Hold request list top of page

bor-holdlist-row.htt No Single line in hold request list

bor-loanlist-close.htt No Loan list bottom of page

bor-loanlist-head.htt No Loan list head of table
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bor-loanlist-open.htt No Loan list top of page

bor-loanlist-row.htt No Single line in loan list

bor-sdilist-close.htt No Search profile list bottom of page

bor-sdilist-head.htt No Search profile list head of table

bor-sdilist-open.htt No Search profile list top of page

bor-sdilist-row.htt No Single line in search profile list

bor-verify.htt Yes Login to borrower card

borinfo-close.htt No Borrower card overview bottom of page

borinfo-menu.htt No Submenue borrower card functions

borinfo-open.htt No Borrower card overview top of page

borinfo-table-row.htt No Single line in full view of borrower record in borrower card

bye.htt Yes Restart after finishing the session

ccl-hints.htt No Hints for CCL search

check-query.htt No "Check search query" at the bottom of the result list

copyrights.htt No Copyright note at the bottom of all OPAC pages

end-session.htt Yes Note before "Finish session"

error.htt
Yes "Hard error" when a message refering to previous action 

cannot be displayed due to e.g. server crash or error in Web 
page etc.

feedback.htt Yes Form for e-mail to the library

filter-keyword.htt Yes Filter result list by keyword

filter-mdate.htt Yes Filter result list by update date

filter-textrange.htt Yes Filter result list by text range

filter-year.htt Yes Filter result list by publication year

find-ccl-form.htt No Input mask for CCL query (expert search)

find-ccl.htt Yes CCL query (expert search)

find-complex-form.htt No Input mask for complex search

find-complex-result-form.htt
No Input mask for complex search after reply from server 

(including display of results)

find-complex-result.htt
Yes Complex search after reply from server (including display of 

results)

find-complex.htt Yes Complex search

find-fix-form.htt No Input mask for multi-field search
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find-fix.htt Yes Multi-field search

find-methods.htt No Submenue with search variations 

find-multibase-form.htt No Input mask for multi-base search

find-multibase.htt Yes Multi-base search

find-simple-form.htt No Input mask for simple search

find-simple.htt Yes Simple search

full-close.htt No Full view of title from list - bottom of page

full-hints.htt No Hints for full view of title

full-mail.htt Yes Save/Mail from full view of title 

full-menu.htt No Submenue with functions for full view of title

full-navigate-foot.htt No Navigation bar in page foot of full view of title

full-navigate-head.htt No Navigation bar in page head of full view of title 

full-open.htt No Full view of title from list - top of page

full-record-close.htt No Full view of title via unique link - bottom of page

full-record-menu.htt No Submenue with functions for full view via unique link

full-record-open.htt No Full view of title via unique link - top of page

full-table-row-001.htt No Single line in full view of title in standard format

full-table-row-002.htt No Single line in full view of title in category numbers format

full-table-row-003.htt No Single line in full view of title in catalog card format

help-content.htt No Help texts for Web OPAC

help-menu.htt No Navigation bar for Web OPAC help

help.htt Yes Help for Web OPAC

history-close.htt No Search history - bottom of page

history-cross-close.htt No Cross result sets from search history - bottom of page

history-cross-form.htt No Input mask cross result sets from search history

history-cross-open.htt No Cross result sets from search history - top of page

history-cross-row.htt No Single line in list of available sets for crossing

history-hints.htt No Hints for search history

history-menu.htt No Submenue with functions for search history

history-open.htt No Search history - top of page

history-table-row.htt No Single line in search history list

hold-detail.htt Yes Display of hold request details
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holdreq-errors.htt No Display of error message for hold request in items list

holdreq-form.htt No Input mask for placing a hold request

itemdetail-close.htt No Display of item details in items list - bottom of page

itemdetail-open.htt No Display of item details in items list - Top of page

itemdetail-splitter.htt
No Display of details in items list – link between full view of title 

and item list

itemdetail-table-row.htt No Single line in display of item details in items list

itemlist-bib-row.htt No Single line in display of full of title in items list

itemlist-close.htt No Items list - bottom of page

itemlist-filter-splitter.htt
No Items list - link between full view of title and item list with filter 

bar for volume and year

itemlist-open.htt No Items list - top of page

itemlist-splitter.htt No Items list - link between full view of title and item list

itemlist-table-head.htt No Table header of list of items in items list 

itemlist-table-row.htt No Single line in list of items in items list

jscalendar.htt No Calendar function (Java Script)

loan-detail.htt Yes Display of loan details

menu-bor.htt No Main menue of OPAC after login

menu.htt No Main menue of OPAC without login

menu_Z.htt
No Main menue of OPAC with reduced functionalities for Z39.50 

databases

meta-tags.htt No Meta tags for the HEAD section of all OPAC pages

option-display-form.htt No Inputmask for adjustments for result list display

option-display.htt Yes Adjustments for result list display

option-lang-form.htt No Input mask for language options

option-lang.htt Yes Language options

option-menu.htt No Submenue for options

refine.htt Yes Modify result list

renewal-errors.htt No Display of error message for renewal

require-entry.htt No Java script for checking queries in the systematic search

restart.htt Yes Restart OPAC when session key is invalid or expired

save-mail-form.htt No Input mask for  "Save/Mail"
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scan-close.htt No Scan list - bottom of page

scan-form.htt No Input mask for scan list

scan-hints.htt No Hints for scan list

scan-navigate.htt No Navigation bar in scan list

scan-open.htt No Scan list - top of page

scan-supp-close.htt No Scan list to support a search query - bottom of page

scan-supp-hints.htt No Hints for scan list to support a search query

scan-supp-open.htt No Scan list to support a search query - top of page

scan-supp-row.htt No Single line in scan list to support a search query 

scan-table-row.htt No Single line in scan list

scan.htt Yes Scan list

sdi-form.htt No Input mask for search profile

sdi-modify.htt Yes Modify search profile

sdi-new.htt Yes Create new search profile

search-hints.htt No Hints for simple, complex and Multi-base search

select-filter.htt Yes Selection of filter for result list

self-service-close.htt No Self-loan/-return - bottom of page

self-service-form.htt No Input mask self-loan/-return

self-service-item-row.htt No Single line in display of item details in self-loan/-return

self-service-open.htt No Self-loan/-return - top of page

self-service.htt Yes Self-loan/-return – start screen

short-close.htt No Title list - bottom of page

short-mail.htt Yes Save/Mail from title list

short-menu.htt No Submenue with functions from title list

short-navigate-foot.htt No Navigation bar in foot of title list

short-navigate-head.htt No Navigation bar in head of title list

short-open-plus.htt No Title list with integrated display of index position - top of page

short-open.htt No Title list - top of page

short-plus-index.htt No Display of current index position in title list

short-table-head.htt No Table header in title list

short-table-row-001.htt No Single line in title list with records in full view standard format

short-table-row-003.htt No Single line in title list with records in full view catalog card 
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format

short-table-row.htt No Single line in title list with records in list format

submit-charset.htt No Automatic change of character set by RIS-Export

start.htt Yes Call up start screen of OPAC

submit-wait.htt No Java script for message "Please wait" when Saving/Mailing 

sysfull-art.htt Yes Full view systematics – artist

sysfull-hints.htt No Hints for vull fiew systematics

sysfull-lnd.htt Yes Full view systematics - countries

sysfull-mat.htt Yes Full view systematics - materials

sysfull-not.htt Yes Full view systematics – notations

sysfull-ort.htt Yes Full view systematics - places

sysfull-per.htt Yes Full view systematics - persons

sysfull-swt.htt Yes Full view systematics - subjects

sysfull-table-ths.htt No Full view systematic records

sysfull-ths.htt Yes Full view systematics - thesaurus

sysfull-ztr.htt Yes Full view systematics – time periods

sysix-close.htt No Systematic list - bottom of page

sysix-form.htt No Input mask aspect/start value systematic list

sysix-hints.htt No Hints for systematic list

sysix-navigate-foot.htt No Navigation bar in foot of systematic list

sysix-navigate-head.htt No Navigation bar in head of systematic list

sysix-open.htt No Systematic list - top of page

sysix-table-head.htt No Table header in systematic list

sysix-table-row.htt No Single line in systematic list

sysix.htt Yes Search in the systematics – start screen
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