Alma Specto Core Training
3. Enrich and Approve Metadata

Once your digital content is tagged, Alma Specto helps you take the next step, enriching metadata with AI-powered recommendations, saving time while enhancing quality. In this session, you'll learn how to enrich metadata using AI-generated recommendations, review and approve metadata updates, and edit metadata records when needed. 

In Alma, go to Resources, Manage Inventory, Manage Collections. Find your collection and click More Actions, Digital Metadata Assistant. The process of enriching metadata should ideally be run after you have thoroughly tagged the entities in your collection and identified as many people, places, organizations and objects as possible based on your knowledge, expertise, and familiarity with the content. The better the quality of your tags, the better the enriched metadata will be, as you will be providing additional context to the AI process. 

Click Enrich Metadata in the top right corner. Note the title counter indicating the number of titles that will be enriched. Before starting enrichment, a pop-up notification will appear to guide your next steps. This message highlights key areas to review for the best results, including titles that were skipped or failed during the previous entity extraction, newly added titles that haven't been processed yet, and titles with entities that still need to be tagged or dismissed. For example, this link will lead to the set of titles that we recommend addressing before moving on to the enrichment phase. When you are ready to proceed, click Enrich Metadata. 

Based on the tagging you added, the existing metadata, and the digital content itself, the AI Digital Metadata Assistant will recommend additions to metadata fields. This process takes some time, depending on the volume of content in the collection. You will receive a notification when the Enrich Metadata process is complete. The recommendations must then be approved by a cataloger before they will appear to users. 

Click on a title to open it. Notice that it is Pending Metadata Approval. Some of the fields are marked with the AI icon and highlighted in purple, indicating that they were recommended by AI. In this example, notice the description that was AI-generated, which is clearly a time-saver for catalogers. Alma Specto also suggests linked entities, enhanced subject terms and relationships, and additional metadata fields where relevant. 

Review each AI-recommended field. If everything is correct, click Approve Metadata. If needed, you can click Edit Record to make changes directly to the bibliographic record in the Metadata Editor. After you have corrected the bib record, click Save. Saving functionally approves the metadata record. The AI icons and purple highlights are no longer visible, but the record still notes that part of the metadata in this record was created with the help of AI Metadata Assistant. While this record was approved by a human cataloger, it is also transparent that AI was used in the process. 

If you are not satisfied with the AI-generated enrichment at all, you can also reload your original record from the Metadata Editor. Under Record Actions, select Reload Original Record, Confirm, and then Save. Keep in mind, AI suggestions are helpful, but we recommend validating before approving. 

You now know how to enrich metadata using AI, review and approve metadata, and edit records when needed. With Alma Specto, you can enrich your digital collections with confidence, combining AI efficiency with human expertise. Thanks for watching. 
