Alma Specto Core Training
4. Exhibition Builder

Digital Exhibitions are a powerful way to share your collections online, highlighting your unique content and driving engagement with patrons. Alma Specto Exhibition Builder integrates seamlessly with the third-party provider Wix, a website design tool, making it simple to connect your collection and design an engaging site. 

In this session, you will learn 
· how to connect your Alma Specto account to the Exhibition Builder, 
· how to view and edit imported data, and 
· how to customize your exhibition design. 

Mark for Exhibition
The first step of creating an exhibition is selecting the titles in a collection that you want to share. Open your collection in Alma using the Digital Metadata Assistant. Use the check boxes to select titles and then click Mark for exhibition. After that, you can import them into Wix. 

First Sign-in
The first sign-in to Wix is done through an email sent from Wix to a member of your staff designated to work on the exhibition. Click Accept Invite. If you're new to Wix, create an account. After that first time, you will be able to sign into the Wix website directly. 

Connect Your Collection
In Wix, go to Apps, Specto App. This is the Exhibition Builder, which has been added for you as part of Alma Specto implementation. This will open the Exhibition Configuration page. Click Select Collection. Open the drop-down menu. This will only show collections containing titles that have been marked for exhibition. Select the collection. If you haven't yet marked any titles for exhibition, do that in Alma before returning to Wix. Click Import. Here you can see that this collection is now connected. This means that the titles in this collection that were marked for exhibition have been imported along with their metadata. 

View and Edit Imported Data
To view the titles and their metadata that have been imported from Alma Specto, open the CMS (Content Management System) located in the left pane. Click this Ex Libris App header to expand it. Select Collection Items. This displays your CMS table with all the data imported from your Alma Specto collection into Wix. The table shows each title, ID, description, date, the image or video itself, and additional information. The entity tags are not imported to this exhibition site. However, the link to the title in Primo is here. As we will see later, it's easy for users to get from the exhibition to Primo NDE, where tags and linked data are supported. You can edit this table directly, but information only travels one way, from Alma to Wix, not the other way around. Any changes you make here in the Wix CMS will affect your exhibition, but will not change your collection or content in Alma Specto. 

To keep your metadata consistent across platforms, we recommend editing your records in Alma Specto, and then importing those changes into this connected exhibition. Go back to Apps, Specto App. Click Update Existing Titles. Select the fields to update. Only the specified fields will be pulled in from Alma Specto to update the titles in Wix. Similarly, you can add titles to the collection. In Alma Specto, mark the additional titles for Exhibition, and then click Add Titles to import them. The existing titles in the CMS will not be modified. Editing metadata or marking additional titles in Alma-Specto alone will not affect your collection in Wix. That must be followed by one of these import actions in Wix. The third import action here is to Replace Collection. Use this if you want to connect a different collection instead of the current one. Only one collection can be connected to your exhibition site at a time. 

Design
Once your collection settings are in place, it's time to bring your exhibition to life with design. In the bottom left corner, click Design Site. This opens the Wix editor in a new tab. Your digital content has already been added to a template, and it looks pretty good. This template has been designed by Alma Specto to best fit the content you have imported and fully represent the relevant data for your users. Feel free to make as many changes as you like, or as few as you want. Click on any element to change it. You can also use all the design features available on Wix. 

The information for each image comes from the CMS table. To change which fields are displayed, click the background. On the layer of the Exl-collection is a context menu. Click Settings. Toggle on or off fields such as Title, Date, and Description. Show in Special Collection links directly to this title in Primo NDE. This URL is available in the CMS and can be modified as needed. This default template is a timeline, which best represents a journey or storyline told over time. By default, it automatically organizes the content by date, but you can modify the display order in the CMS. To change the template, click Change Preset. This shows you the preset designs, which are like templates, that are integrated with Alma Specto. Here you can choose either the timeline or gallery design. If you choose gallery, there are multiple layouts for arranging your images. Everything can be edited. Click any part of the header or footer to change it. Included in the template are links in the header to other pages, such as an About page. To edit those pages, open them from the drop-down at the top of the screen. 

Preview
To see how the site will look to visitors, click the Preview icon in the upper right corner. Click Edit Site to return to editing mode. You can also view how the exhibition site will appear on mobile devices or other screens. The search bar will search the connected collection in Primo NDE by default, though this URL can be changed on the Exhibition Configuration page. This gives the visitor access to all the tagged entities and linking data available in your discovery site. 

This was just a basic introduction to customizing your exhibition, focusing on the integration with Alma Specto. Wix offers many more tools and design options for you to use. Learn more from the Help and Tutorial section in Wix Studio. You now know how to connect your Alma Specto collection to the Exhibition Builder, view and edit imported data, and customize your exhibition design. Thanks for watching. 
