Alma Specto Preservation
Format Migration

Some file formats pose preservation risks, while others are too heavy for everyday delivery. Format migration solves both challenges by allowing you to convert files into stable or more accessible formats.
In this session you will learn how to:
· Identify when and why to use format migration
· Configure the parameters for the Migrate Format job, and 
· Compare a migrated file with the original

Format Migration is available if you have a Migration Operator role within an institution that subscribes to Alma Specto Preservation.

Reasons to Migrate Format
There are two common reasons to migrate formats in Alma Specto:
1. Long‑term preservation
A file may be in a proprietary or obsolete format that threatens future access.
For Example: Windows Media Audio (WMA) is proprietary to Microsoft. Free Lossless Audio Codec (FLAC) is a better format for preservation
2. Better delivery performance
Some formats are too large or impractical for viewing.
For Example: A heavy TIFF image can be migrated to JPG for faster display.

Migrate Format Job
Here is the Format Migration workflow, using the Migrate Format job:
Start by creating a set of files that all share the same source format. Only Preserved files are eligible.
From the Admin menu, select Manage Sets. Create an Itemized Set or a Logical Set with the files you want to migrate. Select Digital files for the Set content type.  Click Create. Add members to the Set. In this case, our set is just one TIFF file.
Next, run the Migrate Format job. From the Admin menu, select Run a Job. Select the Migrate Format job and click Next. Select the Set of files you want to migrate and click Next.

Now, set the parameters for this migration job. 
Do you want the original representation to continue to be available for discovery? If so, select No Change. If this new representation will replace the original one, then select Deactivate, and the original representation will not be visible to patrons in Primo.
For Source Format, choose the current format of the files. This determines which output formats are available. For example, an audio format can only be migrated to another audio format. 
In this example, this is a TIFF file that we want to migrate to JPG.
So, select TIFF for the Source Format, and JPG for the Output Format.
Copy Other Files refers to other files within the representation. This keeps the representation complete when only some of the files require migration.

By default, the new representation inherits all properties from the original.
You can override individual properties by checking the box next to each one.

Key fields include:
· Status – choose Active, meaning displays in discovery, or Inactive
· Usage Type – in this example, we are creating derivative copy
· Notes – here you can optionally capture the original representation ID for future reference

After configuring your parameters, click Next.
If everything looks right, click Submit to begin the migration.

When the job finishes, open the report to confirm the results.
Here you can see the number of files successfully processed along with a link to the migrated files. This makes it easy to check that the migration worked as expected. 

Compare with Original
Click Compare With Original to see the source and output together. This is an easy way to verify that the output looks right in terms of dimensions and pixels. For videos, this enables you to verify that the subtitles remain aligned. You can also check a technical comparison. 
Next time you search for that title, you will see the new representation. 

You now know how to:
· Identify when and why to use format migration
· Configure the parameters for the Migrate Format job, and 
· Compare a migrated file with the original

With these skills, you can confidently maintain both long‑term preservation and smooth access. Thanks for watching!

