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About the Alma Release Notes 

Alma release notes provide you with information regarding what you need to get up and 

running with the new features and enhancements in the latest Alma release. 

These release notes include: 

 Alma June 2014 Release Highlights 

 Data Services 

 Alma Show Me How and Videos 

 Documentation Highlights 

 Particular Issues to Note 

 Feature/enhancement descriptions for the respective Alma components and functional areas 

 Acquisitions 

 Resource Management 

 Fulfillment 

 Administration 

 Resource Sharing 

 Analytics 

 Primo 

 Alma APIs 

 Collaborative Networks and Multicampus Institutions 

 Alma Interface Updates 

 Known Issues 
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Alma June 2014 Release Highlights 

Acquisitions  

 Information Added to Communication Letter to Vendor  

Until now, there was no default text in the body of the letter that Alma sent to a vendor. 

Now text containing the information of the PO line has been added to this letter. 

 PDA Alerts  

New functionality has been added to the Patron Driven Acquisition (PDA) configuration 

making it possible to configure an alert percentage (on a budget). An email notification will 

be sent to a contact person when the PDA usage exceeds the alert percentage of the budget 

threshold.  

 Support for Routing and Binding Notifications During Receiving  

Notification messages indicating whether a PO line has resources associated with it that 

should be routed during receiving and/or bound during receiving can now be displayed. 

 Relinking Bibliographic Records for Continuous PO Lines  

Alma now allows for relinking the bibliographic record to which a PO line is linked for 

continuous orders (subscriptions), thereby moving the inventory to a different bibliographic 

record. Relinking that takes place from the List of Holdings (in Resource Management) also 

updates the bibliographic record to which the associated PO line is linked. Related to this 

development is the option to change the bibliographic record reference of a PO line to a 

different bibliographic record without changing the inventory (for all types of orders). 

Resource Management 

 Files Processed Column Added to Import Monitoring  

The monitoring page of the metadata import jobs now includes additional indicators and 

information for each job listed, such as a progress bar showing percentages of completion 

for each job and a pop-up menu containing counts of the stages and statuses of the files in 

the import job.   

 Additional Publishing Profile for PubMed  

It is now possible to define an additional publishing profile – one specifically for PubMed. 

This publishing profile enables you to share with PubMed your electronic journal inventory 

that is relevant to PubMed. PubMed will then be able to provide a visual indication for the 
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PubMed titles to which the library has full-text access and provide access to them using the 

Alma Link Resolver. 

 Cascading Delete for Bibliographic Records  

With the June release, you can delete a bibliographic record and its associated inventory in a 

single process (if no PO line is attached to the bibliographic record or its inventory and 

there is no electronic collection associated with the bibliographic record.)  

 History Tab Provided for Electronic Resources   

As with PO lines, a History tab is now available in the electronic collection, electronic 

service, and electronic portfolio editors.  

Fulfillment 

 Multichannel Support for Letters  

Alma now provides SMS delivery to the patron’s preferred SMS phone number for Change 

Due Date, Request Cancellation, Lost Loan, Lost Loan Notification, and Borrowing Activity.  

 Linked Courses Added to the More Info Dialog Box  

A Courses link has been added to the More Info dialog box allowing for the display of 

courses that are linked to a title. The Courses link indicates the number of linked courses. 

 Hold Period Updated to Include Closed Days  

The hold period calculation has been changed to account for closed days. For example, if the 

hold period for an item is defined as 7 days and the library is closed for a holiday on any of 

the next seven days, an additional day will be added to the item’s hold period. 

Primo 

 Primo Request List Enhancements  

For non-active hold and digitization requests, Primo now displays the item’s place in the 

queue in the request list on the My Account > Requests page. 

 Display Additional Holdings Information in the Primo Get It Tab  

It is now possible to display additional holdings information in the Primo Get It tab. The 

Release Notes lists the MARC fields that can be displayed.  
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Resource Sharing 

 Automatically Receiving a Resource Sharing Item  

An NCIP resource sharing partner can now receive a resource sharing item automatically. 

Setting an automatic receive enables the staff to register a receive action only in the broker 

system, without having to repeat the action in Alma.  

 Request Renewal for a Received Item  

This feature enables requesting and activating renewal of a resource sharing borrowing 

request from the lending institution. Renewal requests will be sent using ISO.  

Analytics 

 Addition of Interested Users to the PO Line Shared Dimension  

The Interested Users field has been added to the shared PO Line dimension in all subject 

areas in which it appears.  

 Addition of a Renewal Date Dimension to the Fulfillment Subject Area  

The Renewal Date dimension has been added to the Fulfillment subject area. This 

information can be used to count the number of renewals within a certain time period. 

Collaborative Networks and Multicampus Institutions 

 Inherited Group Settings Indicator  

For Network Zone (NZ) or multicampus environments that have group settings defined, 

the electronic collection, service, and portfolio editors display Available For inherited group 

settings from the higher level. The inherited group settings are listed after the Available For 

heading. 

Alma Interface Updates 

 Exported Excel Format Enhanced  

Data from lists in Alma can be exported to an Excel spreadsheet. The formatting of this 

Excel has been enhanced – for example, the columns are auto-sized to fit content up to 50 

characters.  
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Data Services 

The Alma May Central KnowledgeBase and Community Zone package has been applied to the 

Alma production environment. 

New Electronic Collections Added to the Alma CKB 

The following collections were added to the Alma CZ during the period 28-April-2014 through 

25-May-2014: 

 Taylor & Francis FRESH Combined Package 

 Taylor & Francis FRESH Social Science & Humanities 

 Taylor & Francis FRESH Science & Technology 

 Taylor & Francis Combined New Launch Trial (Volume 1 & 2) 

 Taylor & Francis Social Science & Humanities New Launch Trial (Volume 1 & 2) 

 Taylor & Francis Science & Technology New Launch Trial (Volume 1 & 2) 

 SpringerLink Books Behavioral Science 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Biomedical and Life Sciences 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Business And Economics 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Chemistry And Material Science 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Computer Science without Lecture Notes 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Earth And Environmental Science 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Energy 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Engineering 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Humanities and Social Sciences (German) 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Humanities and Social Sciences (German) 2014 

 SpringerLink Books Humanities, Social Sciences And Law 2014 

 Springer Link Books Business and Economics German 2014 

 Springer Link Books Medicine German 2014 

 Springer Link Books Computer Science and Engineering German 2014 

 Springer Link Books Life Science and Basic Disciplines German 2014 



 
 Ex Libris Confidential 11 

 

 Springer Link Books Medicine Dutch 2014 

 CRKN_Swets_ALPSP_Collection_2008-2013 

 HYRead EBooks 

 Taiwan Academic E-Books Consortium (TAEBC) IOS eBooks 

 Chinese Electronic Periodical Services (CEPS) 

 Project Muse eBooks 2014 

 JSTOR Arts & Sciences XIII 

New External Resources That Are Open for Searching 

This section highlights the new external resource names. The following external resources were 

added for this release (available on June 1st): 

 British National Bibliography (BNB) – requires credentials to access 

 Edinburgh University Library 

 Purdue University Catalogue – requires credentials to access 

 SWB Katalog (Südwestdeutscher Bibliotheksverbund) 
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Alma Show Me How and Videos 

The following sections describe Alma Show Me How and videos for the June 2014 release of 

Alma. 

Alma Show Me How – June 

Description 

Alma Show Me How provides a menu-driven interface to prompt you through the steps of new 

or common tasks, or to point out new options, such as a check box, and direct you to the 

documentation that describes the new options in further detail. 

Technical Instructions 

Each Show Me How scenario may address different areas of Alma. The authorizations required 

to access the Show Me How scenarios are specific to the functional areas of the scenario. 

To access Show Me How: 

1 From the Alma home page, click the Show Me How button. 

The How Can We Assist You? pop-up window displays. 

2 Select one of the processes in order to start the prompted step-by-step instructions. 

For the June release, the following Show Me How scenarios are available: 

 Change Bib Reference of a PO Line  

 Resource Sharing (ILL): Create Template for Query to Patron   

 Set Due Date and Shipping Costs at Ship Time       

 View Courses Linked to a Title          

 PDA Alerts 
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Alma Videos – June 

The following new videos are available when you select Help > What's New Videos in Alma: 

 ISO Resource Sharing (ILL): Send General Message                                      

 Change Bib Reference of a PO Line                                        

 Navigate to Notes During Receiving  

 PO Line Info in Communication to Vendor                              

 Resource Sharing (ILL): Create Template for Query to Patron                              

 History Tab for Electronic Resources                                      

 Set Due Date and Shipping Costs at Ship Time                       

 View Courses Linked to a Title                                                

 General Publishing Profile: Add Holdings and Items Info       

 PDA Alerts                                                                               

 E-Resources: Inherited “Available for” Groups                      
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Documentation Highlights 

In addition to handling fixes to the documentation based on feedback we received, we have 

added documentation, or improved upon the existing documentation, in the following key 

areas since the May 2014 release: 

 Using the Repository Search Results List – This section has been revised and reorganized to 

include an explanation of the available facets and a presentation of the various options for 

each type of search in a clear and concise table (under Resource Management > Using the 

Repository Search).  

 Integrating Remote Digital Asset Management Systems – This section provides an overview 

of the steps involved in integrating a remote digital system and provides links to the various 

sections of the documentation that describe these steps in greater detail (under Integrations 

with External Systems > Resource Management). 

 Descriptions of License Terms – A table listing all of the available license terms and their 

descriptions is now available (under Acquisitions > Configuring 

Acquisitions > Licenses > Configuring Term Types > Adding a Term Type Definition). 

The above will be available with the update of the documentation on the 1st of June. 

 

 

 

 

  

file://us-filer01/dept/Alma_documents/Documentation/Alma_online_help/OLH/Acquisitions/acquisition_configuration.html
file://us-filer01/dept/Alma_documents/Documentation/Alma_online_help/OLH/Acquisitions/acquisition_configuration.html
file://us-filer01/dept/Alma_documents/Documentation/Alma_online_help/OLH/Acquisitions/mapping_table_LicenseSectionsOrder.html
file://us-filer01/dept/Alma_documents/Documentation/Alma_online_help/OLH/Acquisitions/mapping_table_LicenseTermsType.html
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Particular Issues to Note 

With the June release, Ex Libris has extended the capabilities of the Ex Libris Developer 

Network for Alma customers. It is now possible to manage and execute APIs with your 

institution's Alma data (on both sandbox and production environments) directly and securely 

using the Developer Network. 

All existing Alma customers have been registered with a single, institution-specific 

administrative user in the Ex Libris Developer Network. This user allows working with your 

sandbox and production data and inviting/registering/managing permissions for other non-

administrative users who are associated with your institution and require secure and specific 

API access to your institution's data. In order to receive your specific temporary institutional 

admin user credentials, please open a support case with this request and provide the email 

contact information of the person who should receive these initial administrative credentials for 

your institution. 

Note: If you are currently implementing Alma or have not yet implemented Alma, the relevant 

credentials for the Ex Libris Developer Network will be provided to you directly as part of your 

implementation by your Ex Libris project manager. 

Upon first login as the administrator, you will change the temporary password and update the 

email of this administrative user for security and personalization purposes. From there, you are 

ready to manage your institution's Developer Network.  

As noted, with the institution's Alma administrator, each institution may invite other specific 

users to work on APIs with their institution. It is important to note that the invitees should not 

yet be self-registered as users in the Developer Network, as the invitation itself will register 

them in the correct institutional context. If you have already registered and have actively used 

the Developer Network since its release last month and would like to be associated with your 

institution, please open a SF case with your user name, email, and requested institution to be 

associated. In most cases, this should not be necessary and any inactive self-registered user can 

remain in addition to a newly institution-associated invited user. 

More information about using the Ex Libris Developer Network is available under Getting 

Started, at the following URL: https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/alma   

https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/alma
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Acquisitions 

The following section describes the features provided for the Acquisitions component in the 

June 2014 release of Alma. 

Support for Separate Vendor for Use Tax/VAT 

Collection 

Description 

This feature enables assigning a separate vendor – called a Governmental vendor – to receive 

use tax (VAT) for an invoice payment. The Governmental vendor’s invoices handle only use tax 

on invoices, ensuring that tax payments are handled separately from the regular invoice charges 

and go directly to the government. Use tax represents a tax on the usage of library items, and is 

expended from the same funds as the actual invoice charges. 

The Governmental vendor cannot be selected when configuring a vendor for the PO line or 

invoice; it is used only for handling use tax invoices.  

Technical Instructions 

The following role can create a separate vendor for collecting use tax: 

 Vendor Manager 

The following roles can configure an invoice to receive VAT payment: 

 Invoice Operator 

 Invoice Manager 

The following role can export an invoice for payment:  

 General System Administrator 
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To designate a vendor for use tax (VAT) collection: 

1 On the Search Vendors page (Acquisitions > Acquisitions Infrastructure > Vendors), click 

Add Vendor to create a new vendor. The Vendor Details page opens.  

 

Figure 1 – Vendor Details Page  

2 Fill in information in the mandatory fields. 

3 Select the Governmental check box. The Tax percentage field appears.  

 

Figure 2 – Vendor Details Page  

4 Enter a numerical value for the tax to be administered in the Tax percentage field, and click 

Save.  

The vendor is saved on the Search Vendors page with Vendor Type = Governmental. The 

governmental vendor sends a separate invoice containing only use tax on an invoice’s charges, 

according to the value entered in the Tax percentage field.  

Note: There can be only one governmental vendor in an institution. 
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To enable appending use tax (VAT) to a vendor’s invoices: 

1 On the Search Vendors page (Acquisitions > Acquisitions Infrastructure > Vendors), locate 

the relevant non-governmental vendor and select Actions > Edit. The Vendor Details page 

opens. 

 

Figure 3 – Vendor Details Page — Liable for VAT Check Box  

2 On the Summary tab page, ensure that the Liable for VAT check box is selected, and click 

Save.  

Use tax can be paid on this vendor’s invoices through the invoice generated by the 

Governmental vendor.  

To configure an invoice to append to a use tax invoice: 

1 On the Search Invoices page (Acquisitions > Receiving and Invoicing > Search for 

Invoice), select Actions > Edit for an invoice. The Invoice Details page Summary tab opens. 
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Figure 4 – Invoice Details Page — Summary Tab 

2 In the VAT section, ensure that the Report tax field is selected. The VAT and Amount fields 

are disabled, and any values in these fields revert to 0. 

 

Figure 5 – Report Tax Field 

3 In the VAT type field, select Exclusive.  

4 Click Save and Continue.  

The invoice is configured to link to a use tax Governmental vendor invoice. 

Note: A use tax invoice can be appended to an invoice only if the institution has a configured 

Governmental vendor. 

To export an invoice for payment and generate a use tax invoice:  

1 On the Find Invoices page (Acquisitions > Receiving and Invoicing > Search for Invoice), 

locate the invoice for which you assigned the Report Tax option in the previous procedure. 

Ensure that the invoice has a status of either Waiting for Payment or Ready to be Paid. 
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2 Run the Export Invoices for Payment process, as follows:  

a On the Integration Profile List page (Administration > General Configuration > 

Configuration Menu > External Systems > Integration Profiles), locate the Automation 

Finance entry and select Actions > Edit. The External System page opens. 

b Click the Actions tab and in the Export Invoices for Payment section, click Run. 

 

Figure 6 – Export Invoices for Payment Job 

A status message displays at the top of the page, indicating that the process ran 

successfully.  
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Figure 7 – Export Invoices for Payment Job — Status Message 

3 Perform a search for the invoice. The invoice displays in the table together with a second 

invoice that will handle the tax. This second invoice has the same invoice number as the 

original invoice, with the suffix _RT, indicating that it is the Report Tax invoice.  

 

Figure 8 – Invoice Number Column 

The RT invoice contains only the use tax amount to be paid on the original invoice. 

Configure Invoice with Use Pro Rata Option Selected 

by Default  

Description 

This feature enables defining whether the Use pro rata option is selected by default when 

creating an invoice.  

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can configure the Use pro rata option to be selected when creating an 

invoice:  

 Acquisitions Administrator 

 General System Administrator 

To configure the Use pro rata option by default: 

1 On the CustomerParameters Mapping Table page (Acquisitions > Acquisitions 

Configuration > Configuration Menu > General > Other Settings), locate the 

invoice_use_pro_rata setting.  
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Figure 9 – CustomerParameters Mapping Table Page – invoice_use_pro_rata Setting  

2 Click Customize for the setting, and change the parameter value to true.  

3 Click Save. Newly created invoices will have the Use pro rata setting selected by default. 

Support for Consolidating Amounts into a Fund  

Description 

This feature enables loading an EDI Invoice when the Use pro rata option is not selected for an 

invoice. This creates invoice lines for the Overhead and Discount charges, instead of spreading 

(prorating) charges among all lines in the invoice. 

Technical Instructions 

The following role can set invoice prorating definitions: 

 Vendor Manager 

To consolidate invoice charges into a single fund when loading an invoice with EDI: 

1 On the Search Vendors page (Acquisitions > Acquisitions Infrastructure > Vendors), select 

Actions > Edit for a vendor. The Vendor Details page opens. 

2 Click the EDI Information tab.   
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Figure 10 – Vendor Details Page — EDI Information Tab 

3 In the Invoice Job Parameters section, select Do not prorate. The Fund field appears. 

 

Figure 11 – Do Not Prorate — Fund Field 

4 Select a fund and click Save.  

When an invoice is loaded from an EDI file, overhead and discount amounts are charged to 

their own invoice lines, which use the specified fund. 

Improved Handling of PO Line Notes and Interested 

Users  

Description 

This feature enables linking directly from the Receive New Material page to the Notes and 

Interested Users tabs for a PO line. The check marks on the Receive New Material page that 

indicate whether the PO line has notes and/or interested users are links that open the Notes and 
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Interested Users tabs for the specified PO line. In addition, notes are now included as part of the 

print slip. 

You must ensure that the Currently at: link at the top of the page is set to an Acquisitions 

department.  

Technical Instructions 

The following role can link to the Notes and Interested Users tabs for a PO line when receiving 

new material:  

 Receiving Operator 

The following roles can access Notes in the Print Slip feature:  

 Receiving Operator 

 Purchasing Operator 

The following roles can access Notes in the Customizing Letters feature:  

 General System Administrator 

 Letter Administrator 

To link to the Notes and Interested Users tabs for a PO line when receiving new material: 

1 On the Receive New Material page (Acquisitions > Receiving and Invoicing > Receive), 

locate a PO line with a check mark in the Notes and/or Interested Users columns.  

 

Figure 12 – Receive New Material Page — Notes and Interested Users Check Marks  

2 Click the check mark in either the Notes or Interested Users column. The Notes or 

Interested Users tab displays for the selected PO line. 
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Figure 13 – Notes Tab  

To view notes in the Print Slip feature:  

On the Items in Department page (Acquisitions > Post-Receiving Processing > Receiving 

Department Items), select Actions > Print Slip for an item. The print slip is sent, including the 

notes contained in the specified PO line. 

 

Figure 14 – Items in Department Page  

Notes that are configured using the Receiving Slip Notification Letter configuration option 

(General > General Configuration > Configuration Menu > General Configuration > 

Customize Letters) are sent with the print slip. 

Note: If the print slip letter has been modified, you must modify the print slip letter to include the 

note information, using the out-of-the-box print slip letter as a reference. 



 
 Ex Libris Confidential 26 

 

Support for Routing and Binding Notifications on PO 

Lines During Receiving 

Description 

Notification messages indicating whether a PO line has resources associated with it that should 

be routed during receiving and/or bound during receiving (for continuous PO lines only) can 

now be displayed.  

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can enable routing or binding notification:  

 Purchasing Operator  

 Purchasing Manager 

To enable a routing or binding notification message: 

1 On the Purchase Order Lines in Review page (Acquisitions > Purchase Order Lines > 

Review), locate a PO line (for binding, one with the Print Journal – Subscription purchase 

type).  

2 Click Edit for the PO line. The PO Line Summary page opens. 

3 In the Additional section, select the Routing during receiving and/or Binding during 

receiving check box. 

 

Figure 15 – Routing and Binding During Receiving Check Boxes 

4 Select Save in the drop-down list on the bottom right side of the page, and click Go.  

5 On the Receive New Material page (Acquisitions > Receiving and Invoicing > Receive), 

locate the PO line to which you assigned Routing during receiving or Binding during 

receiving. 
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Figure 16 – Receive New Material Page  

6 Select Actions > Receive for the PO line. A confirmation message displays, informing you 

that the order is marked for routing or binding. 

 

Figure 17 – Confirmation Message — Marked for Routing  

 

Figure 18 – Confirmation Message — Marked for Binding  

Note: To print a list of interested users (for PO lines that are Marked for Routing), select Actions > 

Print Interested Users List for the relevant PO line. 
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PDA Alerts  

Description 

New functionality has been added to Patron Driven Acquisition (PDA) configuration. It is now 

possible to configure an alert percentage so that an email notification is sent to a contact person 

when the PDA usage exceeds the alert percentage of the budget threshold. For example, if the 

budget threshold is $1000 and the alert percentage is 75, an email notification is sent when the 

PDA usage exceeds $750. 

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can configure the PDA alert percentage: 

 Purchasing Operator 

 Purchasing Manager 

To configure the PDA alert percentage: 

1 On the Patron Driven Acquisition (PDA) List page (Acquisitions > Advanced Tools > 

Patron Driven Acquisition (PDA), click Add PDA. The following is displayed. 

 

Figure 19 – Alert Percentage 

2 Fill in the fields as describes in the Patron Driven Acquisitions section of the Alma 

Acquisitions Guide or Alma online help, including a budget threshold. 

3 In the Alert percentage text box, enter a percentage. An email is sent when this percentage 

is exceeded. 
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4 In the Contact text box, enter a contact or click the Find icon  and select a contact. 

5 Click Save. 

When the alert percentage has been exceeded, an email such as the following is sent to the 

contact and a check mark appears in the Contact has been notified check box. 

 

Figure 20 – PDA Threshold Email Notification 

If the budget threshold or the alert percentage is changed, the Contact has been notified check 

box is cleared and another email notification is sent when the alert percentage is exceeded. 

Note: Only one email notification is sent when the alert percentage is exceeded unless the 

percentage is changed. 

Information Added to Communication Letter to 

Vendor 

Description 

Text containing the information of the PO line has been added to the letter that Alma sends to a 

vendor. 
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To view the communication letter to the vendor: 

1 In the Communications tab of a PO line, click Start Communication. Details of the letter are 

displayed. 

 

Figure 21 – Communication Letter Text 

2 Select a type from the drop-down list (for example, Claim). Last item received details are 

added to the letter. 

The following is an example of the letter email. 
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Figure 22 – Communication Letter Email 

Relinking Bibliographic Records for Continuous PO 

Lines 

Description 

It is now possible to relink the bibliographic record to which a PO line is linked for continuous 

orders (subscriptions), thereby moving the inventory to a different bibliographic record. Until 

now, it was possible to change (relink) the bibliographic record to which a PO line is linked only 

for one-time PO lines. 
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In addition, any relinking that takes place from the List of Holdings (in Resource Management) 

also updates the bibliographic record to which the associated PO line is linked. 

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can change the bibliographic record to which a PO line is linked for 

continuous orders: 

 Purchasing Manager 

 Purchasing Operator 

To change the bibliographic record to which a PO line is linked and move the inventory 

for continuous orders: 

1 On the PO Lines in Review page (Acquisitions > Purchase Order Lines > Review), click 

Relink for a PO line with a Physical – Subscription order type. 

 

Figure 23 – Relink 

This option is also available from the drop-down list at the top of the PO Line Summary 

page when editing PO lines with a Physical – Subscription order type (Acquisitions > 

Purchase Order Lines > Review > Edit). 

 

Figure 24 –Relink 

The following is displayed. 
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Figure 25 – Advanced Search 

2 Search for the bibliographic record to which you want to link the PO line. A page such as 

the following is displayed. 

 

Figure 26 – Repository Search 

3 Select the bibliographic record to which you want to link the PO line and click Select. A 

confirmation message similar to the following is displayed, containing information about 

the new link you want to create, including the number of items to be moved to the 

alternative bibliographic record. 
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Figure 27 – Confirmation Message – Relink 

4 Click Confirm to relink the bibliographic record and move the inventory. 

 

Changing Bibliographic Record References for PO 

Lines  

Description 

It is possible to change the bibliographic record reference of a PO line to a different 

bibliographic record without changing the inventory. 

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can change bibliographic record references for PO lines: 

 Purchasing Manager 

 Purchasing Operator 

To change the bibliographic record to which a PO line is linked without moving the 

inventory: 

1 On the PO Lines in Review page (Acquisitions > Purchase Order Lines > Review), click 

Change Bib Reference for a PO line that is associate with a bibliographic record. 
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Figure 28 – Change Bib Reference 

This option is also available from the drop-down list at the top of the PO Line Summary 

page when editing PO lines associated with a bibliographic record (Acquisitions > 

Purchase Order Lines > Review > Edit). 

 

Figure 29 –Change Bib Reference 

A confirmation message such as the following is displayed. 

 

Figure 30 – Confirmation Message – Change Bib Reference 

2 Click Confirm to change the bib reference. The following is displayed. 
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Figure 31 – Advanced Search 

3 Search for the bibliographic record to which you want to change the bib reference. A page 

such as the following is displayed. 

 

Figure 32 – Repository Search 

4 Select the bibliographic record to which you want to change the bib reference and click 

Select. The bib reference is modified. 
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Figure 33 – New Bib Reference  

Created By and Last Updated By Pop-Up for Invoices 

and Invoice Lines  

Description 

A pop-up showing the Created By and Last Updated By information for invoices and invoice 

lines is now displayed on the Invoice Details and Invoice Line Details pages. Only information 

of Alma users is displayed. 

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can view the Created By and Last Updated By information pop-up. 

 Invoice Operator 

 Invoice Manager 

To view the Created By and Last Updated By pop-up: 

1 On the Invoice Details page (Acquisitions > Receiving and Invoicing > Review), click the 

Created By or Last Updated By icon . The Created By or Last Updated By pop-up is 

displayed for the invoice. 
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Figure 34 – Created By Pop-Up – Invoices 

2 Click the Invoice Lines tab. The Invoice Line Details page is displayed.  

3 Click the Created By or Last Updated By icon . The Created By or Last Updated By 

pop-up is displayed for the invoice line. 
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Figure 35 – Created By Pop-Up – Invoice Lines 

  



 
 Ex Libris Confidential 40 

 

Resource Management 

The following sections describe the functions provided for the Resource Management 

component in the June 2014 release of Alma. 

Files Processed Column Added to Import Monitoring  

Description 

The June release extends the monitoring page of the metadata import jobs (Resource 

Management > Import > Monitor and View Imports) to include additional indicators and 

information for each job listed: 

 A progress bar showing percentages of completion for each job 

 A pop-up menu containing counts of the stages and statuses of the files in the import job 

The new progress and statistics appear under a new column, Files Processed. Users click an 

ellipsis (<) button to view the counts. (See the figure below.) 

The new information appears on the Monitor and View Imports page as well as the Job History 

page.  
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Figure 36 –Job History Page with Percent of Job Processed and Counts for Files 

Technical Details 

To work with import jobs on the Monitor and View Imports page or the Job History page, you 

must have one of the following roles: 

 Purchasing Operator 

 Purchasing Manager 

 Catalog Manager 

 Catalog Administrator 

 Acquisitions Administrator 

 System Administrator 
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To view all of the jobs that have been monitored on your system, use the following path: 

Resource Management > Import > Monitor and View Imports. 

To view imports for one job at a time, access the Job History page for that job using the 

following path: Resource Management > Resource Configuration > Configuration Menu > 

Record Import > Import Profiles, then select Job History from the Actions drop-down button 

of the job’s row. 

You can also narrow the list of jobs returned by accessing the Monitor and View Imports page 

and performing a search or applying a filter to the list of import jobs. 

Improvements to MD Import Reports 

Description 

Alma provides a newly organized, extended report format with counts ordered into logical 

groupings and additional categories and statistics provided depending on the type of import 

material and job results. 

Within the new report options, you can view the bibliographic records related to a result, create 

an itemized set for one row of results, or download sources as XML or binary files. 
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Figure 37 - New Report Actions, Some Report Segments Expanded 
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Technical Details 

The following roles can view the new reports and work with links to the files they reference: 

 Purchasing Operator 

 Purchasing Manager 

 Catalog Manager 

 Catalog Administrator 

 Acquisitions Administrator 

 System Administrator 

To view the new metadata import report: 

1 On the Job History page (Resource Management > Import > Monitor and View Imports or 

Resource Management > Resource Configuration > Configuration Menu >  

Record Import > Import Profiles > Actions > Job History), find the row containing the 

job/job ID you want to view and select Actions > Report. 

A version of the report for the job opens. (This view is the former layout and will be 

discontinued as soon as the transition to the newer version is established.) 

 



 
 Ex Libris Confidential 45 

 

 

Figure 38 - Job Report, Old Format 

2 Click View Alternative Report. 

The newly formatted report opens. 
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Figure 39 - New Job Report (June 2014) 

The segments included in the report can be opened and closed by clicking the plus and minus 

signs in the left side of the header. Only relevant headings appear in the report. 

3 To preview records, create a set from the results, or download the results as XML or binary 

files, find the row containing the records you want to work on, and click the Actions button. 

(Then see the procedures below.) 

To preview the records from a row of the results: 

1 Select Actions > Preview records for the row containing the information you want to 

preview. 

Alma returns a list of bibliographic records to which the row refers. (See figure below.) 
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Figure 40 - New Report, Link to Records in Repository Search 

2 From the Repository Search page, perform any actions available to the item and to your 

role. (The below example clicks Edit for the first record returned.) 
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Figure 41 - Metadata Editor for Record Selected Through Report 

To create a set of records from an import job report: 

1 From the new report, find the line containing the items you want to include in the set. (For 

example, merged records in Figure 40 - New Report, Link to Records in Repository Search.) 

2 Select Actions > Create itemized title set. 

The Set Details page opens. The default name for the set appends the date and time to the 

name of the job (see figure below). 
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Figure 42 - Create Itemized Title Set > Set Details Page 

3 Complete the fields as you would for any itemized set, then click the Submit button. 

 

Figure 43 - New Itemized Set, Confirmation Message 
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The confirmation box closes and Alma returns you to the Report page, where a message 

informs you that the job was submitted. The set is created in Alma and can be used 

immediately. 

To download an XML or binary file: 

From the new report, select Actions > Download sources (XML) or Actions > Download 

sources (binary) for the row containing the source file you want to view and/or edit. The source 

downloads as a compressed file. To view or edit, unzip the file and open it in an XML or plain 

text editor or the program you use to work with binary files. 

Import Profiles – Miscellaneous Enhancements  

Several improvements and clarifications to the Alma UI have been made, primarily changes to 

the text that refine meaning. Among the changes: 

 Step 2 of the Import Profile wizard: Load file source has been changed to File Upload 

Method. 

 Step 3 of the Import Profile wizard: For validation exception profile, the phrase Check the 

data using has been changed to Handle invalid data using. 

 Step 7 of the Import Profile wizard: For importing an EOD file as part of a New Order 

import type, the field PO Line Field has been replaced by Additional PO Line Reference in 

order to match the field in the PO line. 

Publishing Profile for PubMed  

Description 

With the June release, Alma provides an additional publishing profile – one specifically for 

PubMed. This publishing profile enables you to share with PubMed your electronic journal 

inventory that is relevant to PubMed. By sharing this information with PubMed, PubMed will 

be able to provide a visual indication for the PubMed titles to which the library has full-text 

access and provide access to them using the Alma Link Resolver. 

You can identify/customize the following PubMed details in the PubMed publishing profile: 

 Your PubMed ID 

 URL that identifies the icon/graphic file that displays in the PubMed search results 

 Text for the link label that displays in the PubMed search results 
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 Primo base URL/Alma Link Resolver base URL for accessing the resource from the PubMed 

search results. 

The XML file generated from Alma for publishing to PubMed includes: 

 PubMed ISSNs (or EISSNs) available in the Alma inventory 

 Coverage information (from year/to year) as available 

 Embargo/rolling year information as available 

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can customize the PubMed publishing profile: 

 Catalog Administrator 

 Repository Administrator 

 General System Administrator 

To configure a PubMed Publishing Profile: 

1 Access the Publishing Profiles page (Resource Management > Resource Configuration > 

Configuration Menu > Record Export > Publishing Profiles). 

2 Select Actions > Edit for the Publish electronic record to PubMed publishing profile. The 

Publishing Profile Details page opens for the PubMed publishing profile. 

 

Figure 44 - PubMed Publishing Profile Details Page 

3 Complete the PubMed publishing profile configuration using the information provided in 

the table below. 
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Parameter Description 

Submission Format: 

FTP configuration Select the FTP configuration to be used from the drop-down list of 

available FTP configurations. That is, select the FTP configuration that 

contains the appropriate server, port, user name, and password for the 

connection (refer to Configuring S/FTP Definitions in the Alma 

Administration Guide). 

Subdirectory Specify the subdirectory in which the files should be placed for the 

FTP upload. For example, if you specified Alma in the subdirectory 

field for the S/FTP connection configuration, and you enter PubMed in 

this subdirectory field, the data is exported to the Alma/PubMed 

directory. 

File name prefix Enter the alphanumeric characters that you want to use as the prefix 

for the file name that is created. To this prefix, the system adds a 

sequence number (starting with 1) and a date suffix in the date/time 

format of YYYYMMDDhhmm and an extension of .xml. 

When there are more than 50,000 records, the system creates a new file 

and the sequence number is incremented. 

Status Specify whether this is an active or inactive profile. In order for a 

publishing job to run using this profile, you need to indicate that this is 

an active profile. 

Scheduling Select the publishing schedule you prefer from the drop-down list of 

options. 

PubMed Details: 

Provider ID Enter the ID provided to you by PubMed. 
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Parameter Description 

Location of Alma icon Enter the URL address for displaying an Alma Link Resolver icon (or 

other icon/graphic file of your choice) in the PubMed search results. 

The following is provided: 

North America 

http://alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/link_resolver.gif  

or 

http://na01.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/link_resolver.gif  

Europe 

http://eu.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/link_resolver.gif  

APAC 

http://ap01.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/link_resolver.gif  

This parameter is optional and will be published only when something 

is specified. 

Link label Enter the text that you want used to identify the link’s title in the 

PubMed results (such as Link to Alma). 

Primo base URL/Alma 

Link Resolver base 

URL 

Enter the base URL for the Alma Link Resolver using the following 

format and inserting your institution’s information where indicated: 

http://<primo server host:port>/openurl/<primo 

institution_code>/<primo view_code>? 

The label for this parameter will be changed to Alma Link Resolver 

base URL in the July release. 

4 Click Save. 

General Publishing Profile Enhanced  

Description 

As a continuation of the general profile enhancements for publishing in May, the following 

additions/enhancements are being provided in the June release: 

 Quick Add holdings mapping parameters 

 New item mapping options 

 Public note subfield 

http://alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/link_resolver.gif
http://na01.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/link_resolver.gif
http://eu.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/link_resolver.gif
http://ap01.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/link_resolver.gif
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 Fulfillment note subfield 

 Internal note 1 subfield 

 Internal note 2 subfield 

 Internal note 3 subfield 

 Statistics note 1 subfield 

 Statistics note 2 subfield 

 Statistics note 3 subfield 

 PO line number subfield 

 Due back date subfield 

The general profile publishing configuration settings are applied to the All Titles set that you 

create/save first and then specify in the general profile that you create. Currently, data 

enrichment is provided for processing physical inventory records and electronic inventory 

records are targeted for support in July. 

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can customize the PubMed publishing profile: 

 Catalog Administrator 

 Repository Administrator 

 General System Administrator 

To access the new General profile enhancements: 

1 Access the Publishing Profiles page (Resource Management > Resource Configuration > 

Configuration Menu > Record Export > Publishing Profiles). 

2 Edit a General profile. 

a Select the General Profiles filter to display all the general publishing profiles. 

b Select Actions > Edit for the profile you want to edit. 

c Select the Data Enrichment tab. 
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Figure 45 - Data Enrichment Tab 

d Indicate that you want to add holdings information to the published bibliographic 

records and add your holdings mapping preferences. 

i. Select the Add holding information check box. 

ii. Enter your preferred mapping in the Quick Add section. 

 

Figure 46 - Holdings Parameters on the Data Enrichment Tab 

iii. Click Add. 
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Figure 47 - Holdings Mapping Added 

e View and add new item information. 

i. Select the Add items information check box. The complete list of items that you can 

map to the bibliographic records that are published appears. 

ii. Review the list and locate the new item information that you can add/map to the 

published bibliographic records. 

iii. Add your preferred mapping. 
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Figure 48 - Item Information Mapping 

3 Click Save. 

Cascading Delete for Bibliographic Records  

Description 

With the June release, you can delete a bibliographic record and its associated inventory in a 

single process when the bibliographic record passes the following system validation: 

 No PO line is attached to the bibliographic record or its inventory 

 No electronic collection or collection is associated with the bibliographic record 

Until now, you had to handle the deletion of the inventory as a separate step prior to deleting 

the bibliographic record(s). 

This delete capability is provided in the MD Editor (File > Delete Record) and when running a 

Delete bibliographic records job. 
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Technical Instructions 

The following roles are needed to process Delete Record requests: 

 Physical Inventory Operator Extended 

 Electronic Inventory Operator Extended 

To process a bibliographic record cascading delete using the MD Editor: 

1 Open the bibliographic record you want to delete in the MD Editor. 

2 Select File > Delete Record. The system displays a dialog box that indicates whether you 

can proceed (Yes/No) with your Delete Record request and what will be deleted, or it 

displays a dialog box with information explaining why your Delete Record request cannot 

be processed.  

 

Figure 49 - Delete Record Request Can Be Processed 

 

Figure 50 - Delete Record Request Cannot Be Processed 

3 Click Yes to process your Delete Record request. 
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To process a bibliographic record(s) cascading delete when running a job: 

1 Run the Delete bibliographic records job (Administration > Manage Jobs > Run a Job > 

Withdraw filter). 

 

Figure 51 - Delete Bibliographic Records Job 

2 Select Delete all associated inventory resources in step 3 of the wizard to process this job as 

a cascading delete job and complete the remaining run job request as you normally would.  

 

Figure 52 - Cascading Delete Option 

In step 5 of the wizard, the Delete all associated inventory resources displays as true when 

you have selected this option in step 3.  
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Figure 53 - Job Request Summary/Step 5 of the Wizard 

Review the job report when the job has completed running to see the details of what has been 

deleted/processed. 

History Tab Provided for Electronic Resources  

With this release, a History tab has been added to the electronic collection, electronic service, 

and electronic portfolio editors. When an electronic resource is saved, the History tab 

information is updated. For each change that is saved, the following information is shown: 

 Date of the change 

 Operator that made the change 

 Name of the field that was changed 

 Old (previous) value 

 New value 

For fields that are blank/empty, a dash displays in the History tab columns. 
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Figure 54 - History Tab 

You can also link to the operator details from the Operator column. 

 

Figure 55 - Operator Details on the History Tab 

Community Zone Updates Task List Enhancements  

The June release provides the following enhancements to the Community Zone Updates Task 

List: 

 Portfolio coverage update filter/list 
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Figure 56 - Portfolio Coverage Update Enhancement 

 

Figure 57 - Portfolio Coverage Update List 

 Link, when available, for the resource in the Electronic Collection Name column that links 

to the appropriate Alma editor  
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Figure 58 - Electronic Collection Name Column with Links 

 

Figure 59 - Electronic Collection Name Column Linking Result (Example from the First Row Above) 

 Link, when available, for the resource in the Title column that links to the portfolio resource 

editor 
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Figure 60 - Title Column Links 

 

Figure 61 - Title Column Link Result (Example from the First Row Above) 

 Before Change and After Change columns that replace the previous Change Notes column 

 

Figure 62 - Before Change and After Change Columns 

 Addition of the Local Information column 
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Figure 63 - Local Information Column Added 

 

 

Figure 64 - Local Information Example Details 

The information in the Before Change and After Change columns represents the changes made 

globally as part of the Community Zone update process and the Local Information column 

identifies the local override information maintained by the library. Refer to the illustrations 

above. 

Portfolio Export/Import Enhancements 

When you export/import electronic portfolios, the following is now included: 

 Authentication notes 
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 Internal descriptions 

 One of the following coverage statements that is selected on the Coverage Information tab in 

the Electronic Portfolio Editor: 

 Only local 

 Global and local 

 Global or local 

 Only global 

 Option to export portfolios from the portfolio list of inactive packages 

 Diacritics in titles 

Load Portfolios Delete Function Enhanced for 

Bibliographic Records 

Description 

With the June release, the Load Portfolios feature in Alma now provides options to specify how 

to handle bibliographic records without inventory when you select the option to delete 

portfolios. One of the following handling options can be selected: 

 Delete bibliographic record(s) 

 Suppress bibliographic record(s) 

 Do nothing 

 

Figure 65 - Handling Bibliographic Record Options When Deleting Portfolios 
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Technical Instructions 

The following roles are needed for this function: 

 Electronic Inventory Operator 

 Electronic Inventory Operator Extended 

To select a bibliographic handling option when deleting portfolios with the Load 

Portfolios feature: 

1 Locate the electronic collection that contains the portfolios you plan to delete. 

2 Click Edit Service. 

3 Select the Portfolios tab. 

4 Click Load Portfolios. 

5 In the Select Loading Policy section, choose Complete or Incremental and then select the 

option to delete portfolios. 

The Handling bibliographic records without inventory option dynamically appears. 

6 Select your preferred bibliographic handling method and complete the remainder of the 

portfolio loader options as you normally would. 

Other Resource Management Enhancements 

 On the Electronic Resource Activation Task List page (Resource Management > Manage 

Inventory > Manage Electronic Resource Activation), you can click the icon next to the user 

in the Modified By column to view a pop-up window with information on the user who 

modified the title. 

 If a bibliographic record was unlinked from the Community Zone (Copy to institution), it 

will not be copied again to the institution in subsequent activations. To prevent duplicates, 

Alma attempts to identify the original system ID and if it matches an Institution Zone 

bibliographic record, the IZ bib record will be used. 

 The following options are now available for handling items with requests when you run the 

Withdraw items job (Administration > Manage Jobs > Run a Job):  

 Do not withdraw items with active requests 

 Do not withdraw items with requests that have not begun yet 

 Do not withdraw items with work orders 
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Figure 66 - Request Handling Options for the Withdraw Requests Job 

 The Top Level Collections link was moved to the Resource Management > Search and Sets 

menu. The Collection Inventory Operator and Collection Inventory Operator Extended roles 

may view this link. 

 Two new operators, Is Empty and Is Not Empty, were added to the Operator list on the 

Description Template Setup page (Resource Management > Resource Configuration > 

Configuration Menu > Description Templates > Add Rule). 

 A new material type, Oversize Score, was added to the list of physical material types. 

 The ability to delete local authorities was added this month as part of the larger local 

authority-related developments in Alma. A full explanation of this functionality will be 

provided when the entire local authority enhancement is complete.  

 The Match Profiles link under Resource Management > Resource Configuration > 

Configuration Menu was removed, as it provided no functionality. 

 Publishing profiles are now available for configuration during implementation (under 

Resource Management > Resource Configuration > Configuration Menu >  

Export Profiles > Publishing Profiles). 

 The quarterly re-indexing process has completed. The following enhancements are now 

fully functional: 

 MARC fields 562 and 563 are indexed under the Notes search index. Existing MARC 

records are now searchable using these fields. 

 The export utility for extracting electronic portfolio URLs in order to synchronize with a 

proxy server is now functioning as described in the February release notes. 

 The MARC holdings profile subfield a of field 561 is now functioning as described in the 

March release notes.  

 When sorting repository search results for physical items by call number, the sequential 

order of the items' display is now correct. 
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Fulfillment 

The following sections describe the functions provided for the Fulfillment component in the 

June 2014 release of Alma. 

Redirection URL for the Online Payment System  

Description 

Alma now allows customers to specify a redirection URL for online payments made with the 

WPM Education Online Payment System. This URL allows the online payment system to 

redirect patrons to a specific Web page after the online transaction completes. 

Technical Instructions 

The following role can configure the necessary integration profile: 

 General System Administrator 

To specify the redirection URL for online payments: 

1 On the General Configuration page (General > General Configuration > Configuration 

Menu), click Integration Profiles under External Systems. The Integration Profile List page 

opens. 

2 Select Actions > Edit in the row that contains the WPM Education Online Payment 

integration profile. The General Information tab opens for the WPM Education integration 

profile.  

3 Click the Actions tab. The Actions tab opens for the WPM Education integration profile.  



 
 Ex Libris Confidential 70 

 

 

Figure 67 – WPM Education Integration Profile – Actions Tab 

4 Enter the URL in the Redirect URL field. 

5 Click Save. 
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SMS Support for Patron Notifications 

Description 

For the following letters, Alma now provides SMS delivery to the patron’s preferred SMS phone 

number: 

 Change Due Date 

 Request Cancellation 

 Lost Loan 

 Lost Loan Notification 

 Borrowing Activity 

The following figure shows an example of an SMS message for a Cancellation Request letter:  

 

Figure 68 – SMS Message for Cancellation Request 

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can configure Alma letters: 

 General System Administrator 

 Letter Administrator 

To enable the SMS channel for a letter: 

1 On the General Configuration page (Administration > General Configuration > 

Configuration Menu), click Letter Activity under General Configuration. 

The LetterActivity mapping table page opens. 
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Figure 69 – LetterActivity Mapping Table 

2 Click the Customize button to allow the settings for the letter to be modified. 

3 Click the gray check mark (which indicates disabled) to the left of the letter’s name to enable 

the letter. Make sure that you enable the letter with the SMS channel. 

Note: Enabled letters are indicated by a yellow check mark. 

4 Click Save. 

Linked Courses Added to More Info Pop-Up  

With the June release, the Courses link has been added to the More Info pop-up to display the 

list of courses that are linked to the title. The Courses link indicates the number of courses that 

are linked to the title. In the following example, the title is linked to one course. 
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Figure 70 – Courses Link in More Info Pop-Up 

XML Output for Pick from Shelf List  

Description 

In addition to the Excel format, Alma now allows you to output the Pick Up Request Report in 

XML format. For example: 

 

Figure 71 – Sample XML Output for Pick Up Request Report 
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Technical Instructions 

The following role can activate the Pick from Shelf report: 

 Requests Operator 

To email/view the Pick from Shelf report in the XML format: 

1 On the Pick Up Requested Resources page (Fulfillment > Resource Requests > Pick From 

Shelf), click Request Report. 

The Request Report dialog box opens.  

 

Figure 72 – XML Output for Pick Up Request Report 

2 Specify the XML option in the new Format Type field. 

3 Click Send or Download. 

Hold Period Updated to Account for Closed Days  

The hold period calculation has been changed to account for closed days. For example, if the 

hold period for an item is defined as 7 days and the library is closed for a holiday on any of the 

next seven days, an additional day will be added to the item’s hold period.  

Other Fulfillment Enhancements 

 On the Resource Request Monitoring page (Fulfillment > Resource Requests > Monitor 

Requests and Item Processes), the Queue label has been replaced by Place in Queue. The 

Place in Queue indication displays the place of the request in the queue. The queue is 

calculated as follows: 

 If the request is active (the item is being picked up from the shelf or is on the hold 

shelf), its place in the queue is 0. 

 If the request is not active—that is, it is waiting in a queue—the Place in Queue 

indication is based on the precedence of the waiting (inactive) request, which is based 
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on priority. (Note that if requests are of the same priority, those that are placed first take 

precedence.) For example, if Place in Queue = 3, this request is third in line to be 

processed by the system. 

Note: If there are a number of items that may fulfill the request, the Place in Queue indication is 

based on the item that is the least readily available. (In other words, it is a "worst case" indication.) 

 

 

  



 
 Ex Libris Confidential 76 

 

Administration 

The following sections describe the functions provided for the Administration component in the 

June 2014 release of Alma. 

Changes to Monitoring Jobs Page 

 The following changes have been implemented on the Monitor Jobs page (Administration > 

Manage Jobs > Monitor Jobs) for the Running and Completed tabs: 

 The In drop-down list that is used with the Find search box no longer has the All 

option. Now Name is the default option. Therefore, searches can no longer be 

performed in both the Name and Description columns simultaneously. 

 Searches are now conducted even for part of a word and not only whole words. 

Therefore, a search for pay displays jobs with either payment or paying.  

 Searches for multiple words are displayed only if the words appear in the correct order. 

Therefore, a search for new books does not display results containing the words books 

new. 

The following changes are relevant only for the Completed tab: 

 Searches using the Find box can be done only on jobs within a 30-day range.  

 Completed jobs are displayed for a maximum of one year. 

 The following changes have been implemented on the Monitor Jobs from Last 30 Days page 

(Acquisitions > Acquisitions Infrastructure > Vendors > Actions > View History for an 

EDI vendor). 

 The In drop-down list that is used with the Find search box no longer has the All 

option. Now Name is the default option. Therefore, searches can no longer be 

performed in both the Name and Description columns simultaneously. 

 The results on the page are limited to the last 30 days. 

 The following change has been implemented on the Monitor and View Imports page 

(Acquisitions > Import > Monitor and View Imports): 

 The results on the page are limited to the last 30 days. 
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Configuring Email Notifications for Jobs  

Description 

It is now possible to configure email notifications that a job has run. Until now, only the initiator 

of a manually run job would receive an email notification that the job ran. Now it is possible to 

configure email notifications to be sent to anyone. 

Technical Instructions 

The following role can configure email notifications for jobs: 

 General System Administrator 

To configure email notifications for jobs: 

1 On the Monitor Jobs page (Administration > Manage Jobs > Monitor Jobs), select Actions > 

Email Notifications on the Scheduled tab for the job whose email notification you want to 

configure. The Email Notifications for Scheduled Jobs page opens. 

 

Figure 73 –Email Notifications for Scheduled Jobs 

2 Click Add User to configure email notifications to be sent to Alma users. The following is 

displayed. 
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Figure 74 – Add User 

3 In the User text box, enter the name of an Alma user or click the Find icon  and select 

the Alma user to whom you want email notifications sent. 

4 Select the Send on success check box to have an email notification sent when the job 

completes successfully and select the Send on error check box to have an email notification 

sent when the job does not complete successfully. 

Note: A successful completion of the job does not mean that the job did not produce errors. 

Rather, it means that the job completed with the status of Completed Successfully (as shown in 

Monitor Processes > Completed tab).  

5 Click Add if you want to configure another user to receive an email notification for the job; 

otherwise, click Add and Close. 

6 Click Add Email Address to configure email notifications to be sent to an email address as 

well and follow the steps described above. 

7 After you have completed configuring the email notification recipients, click Save. 

When a job completes, all subscribers receive an email notification for the job. 

User Management Regular Expression Message Now 

Configurable 

Description 

The valid format of several fields available in Alma is determined by the regular expression as 

configured in Alma. When entering data into these fields, a message is displayed describing the 

valid format. Until now, although the regular expression was configurable, the message was 

not. Now the message can be configured to match the regular expression. This development 

affects the following fields: 

 Password 

 Email  
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 Telephone 

 Postal Code 

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can configure the regular expression messages: 

 User Administrator 

 General System Administrator 

To configure the regular expression messages: 

1 On the CustomerParameters Mapping Table page (Administration > User Management 

Configuration > Configuration Menu > General > Other Settings) click Customize for one 

of the regular expression display fields, for example, email_regex_display. 

 

Figure 75 – email_regex_display in CustomerParameters Mapping Table 

2 Enter the text that you want displayed when data is entered. For example, enter The email 

address must be in a valid format. 

3 Click Save. 

The text you entered now appears when entering an email address: 
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Figure 76 – Regular Expression Message 
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Resource Sharing 

The following sections describe the functions provided for Resource Sharing in the June 2014 

release of Alma. 

Send Query to Patron Using Template 

Description 

This feature enables configuring queries to be sent to patrons using a template.  

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can send configure patron query templates: 

 Fulfillment Administrator 

 General System Administrator 

The following roles can send queries to patrons: 

 Fulfillment Services Operator 

 Fulfillment Services Manager 

To configure patron query templates: 

1 Open the PatronQueryTemplates Mapping Table page (Fulfillment > Fulfillment 

Configuration > Configuration Menu > Resource Sharing > Patron Query Templates).  
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Figure 77 – PatronQueryTemplates Mapping Table Page 

2 In the Mapping Table Rows section, modify the columns, as needed.  

 Name — A descriptive name for the template 

 Subject — The subject line of the query. The string (%reqId) is replaced with the 

request ID of the request. 

 Header — The first line of the body of the query; typically a greeting. 

 Query Line 1 — The first line of the query 

 Query Line 2 — The second line of the query 

 Query Line 3 — The third line of the query 

 Edit if Single — Relevant when only a single template displays in the table. Assign as 

True to open the E-Mail Message dialog box when clicking Send Query to Patron and 

enable editing the query contents before sending. Assign as False to send the query 

immediately upon clicking Send Query to Patron.  

3 In the Create a New Mapping Row section, enter information in the displayed fields and 

click Add Row to add a new template. The displayed fields are identical to the columns 

described in the previous step.   

4 Click Save to save the templates. 

To send queries to patrons using patron query templates: 

1 On the Resource Sharing Borrowing Requests Page (Fulfillment > Resource Sharing > 

Borrowing Requests), click Send Query to Patron for a non-completed request.  

2 If multiple templates were configured, a dialog box appears, prompting you to select the 

template you want to use:  
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Figure 78 – Select Email Template Dialog Box 

Click Open for Edit to edit the contents of the message before sending it, or click Send 

Email to send the query immediately, without editing its content. 

3 If only one template was configured on the PatronQueryTemplate Mapping Table Page and 

Edit if Single = False, the query is sent to the patron. If Edit if Single = True, the E-mail 

Message dialog box opens, where you can edit the contents of the configured template. 

 

Figure 79 – Email Message Dialog Box 

4 Modify the contents of the email message as needed, and click Send E-Mail. The email is 

sent to the patron.  

Automatically Receiving a Resource Sharing Item  

Description 

An NCIP resource sharing partner can now receive a resource sharing item automatically. 

Automatic receiving enables staff to register a Receive action in the broker system, without 

having to repeat the Receive action in Alma. The AcceptItem NCIP message that the broker 

system sends causes Alma to automatically place a temporary barcode on the Alma item. The 

item is then put in transit to the required pickup location or to the hold shelf, depending on 

where the pickup location is. 
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Technical Instructions 

The following role can configure automatic receiving of a resource sharing item: 

 Resource Sharing Partners Manager 

To configure automatic receiving of a resource sharing item: 

1 On the Resource Sharing Partner List page (Fulfillment > Resource Sharing > Partners), 

select Actions > Edit for an NCIP partner. The Resource Sharing Partner page opens.  

2 Click the Parameters tab and in the Accept Item section, locate the Automatic receive field.  

 

Figure 80 – Resource Sharing Partner Page — Parameters Tab 

3 Select Automatic receive. The Receive desk field displays, where you select a desk at which 

the item is to be received. The available options are the desks of the library specified in the 

Default library owner field. The value you select indicates the location where the item 

arrives when the AcceptItem message is received.  
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Figure 81 – Receive Desk Field 

4 Click Save to save the partner configurations.  

Request Renewal for a Received Item  

Description 

This feature enables resource sharing borrowers to request and activate renewal of a resource 

sharing borrowing request from the lending institution. Renewal requests can be performed for 

items that have been received but not returned.  

You can configure renewal actions in the workflow profiles. These indicate the renewal actions 

that can be performed on borrowing request task lists by the resource sharing partner 

associated with the profile.  

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can configure renewal actions for workflow profiles: 

 General System Administrator 

 Fulfillment Administrator 

The following roles can request and activate renewal of a resource sharing borrowing request: 

 Fulfillment Services Operator 

 Fulfillment Services Manager 

To configure renewal actions for workflow profiles: 

1 On the Workflow Profiles page (Fulfillment > Fulfillment Configuration > Configuration 

Menu > Resource Sharing > Workflow Profiles), locate a profile of Type = Lending.  
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Figure 82 – Workflow Profiles Page  

2 Select Actions > Edit for the lending profile. The Edit Workflow Profile dialog box opens.  

 

Figure 83 – Edit Workflow Profile Dialog Box  

3 In the Steps field, select from the following:  

 Renewal response — Indicates that the borrower requesting renewal is waiting for a 

response from the lender before renewal can be carried out. When this step is selected, 

the status of a request for which renewal was requested becomes Renew Requested. 

 Staff renewal — Indicates that renewal can be invoked by a staff member. When this 

step is selected, the Renew link displays on the Resource Sharing Borrowing Requests 

page (see the following procedure). 

4 Click Save.  

To request renewal of resource sharing borrowing requests: 

1 On the Resource Sharing Borrowing Requests page (Fulfillment > Resource Sharing > 

Borrowing Requests), locate a request with a Received status.  

 

Figure 84 – Resource Sharing Borrowing Requests Page – Request with Received Status  
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2 Click Request renew. The Due Date dialog box opens. 

 

Figure 85 – Due Date Dialog Box 

a In the Due date field, enter a due date for the request.  

b In the Requester note field, enter a note, as needed. The note displays in the Notes tab 

page, when clicking Edit for the request. 

c Click OK. A message indicating the sending status displays at the top of the page. 

 

Figure 86 – Sent Message Status  

3 If the Resource Sharing Lending Workflow Profile has the Renewal Response option 

selected, the request displays with a status of Renew Requested.  

 

Figure 87 – Resource Sharing Borrowing Requests Page – Renew Requested Status and Renew Link 

Note: If Renewal Response was not selected for the workflow profile, the request is automatically 

renewed after clicking the Request renew link; the request’s status displays as Renewed by 

partner, and the Renew link does not appear. For details on configuring renewal actions in 

workflow profiles, see the previous procedure. 
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To carry out renewal of resource sharing borrowing requests: 

1 On the Resource Sharing Borrowing Requests page, click Renew for a request to open the 

Due Date dialog box. 

 

Figure 88 – Due Date Dialog Box 

2 In the Due date field, enter a due date for the request.  

3 In the Requester note field, enter a note, as needed. The note displays in the Notes tab page, 

when clicking Edit for the request. 

4 Click OK.  

The request displays on the Resource Sharing Borrowing Requests page with the status 

Renewed by Partner. 

  

Figure 89 – Resource Sharing Borrowing Request — Renewed by Partner 

Sending a General Message with a Resource Sharing 

Request 

Description 

This feature enables sending a general message with a resource sharing borrowing or lending 

request. The message displays on the request’s General Messages tab when clicking Edit or 

View for the request.  

General Messages can be used only if:  

 The request is an ISO request 
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 The request has already been sent (this limitation is for borrowing requests only) 

Additionally, there is a General Messages facet, which enables you to filter requests by those 

containing active general messages.  

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can send general messages with a resource sharing request: 

 Fulfillment Services Operator 

 Fulfillment Services Manager 

To send a general message with a resource sharing request:  

1 On the Resource Sharing Borrowing Requests page (Fulfillment > Resource Sharing > 

Borrowing Requests), locate an ISO request. The request displays the General Message 

link. 

 

Figure 90 – Resource Sharing Borrowing Requests Page — General Message Link 

2 Click General Message. The General Message dialog box opens. 
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Figure 91 – General Message Dialog Box 

3 In the Message field, enter a message and click Send. The message is sent to the lender.  

4 On the Resource Sharing Lending Requests Task List page (Fulfillment >  

Resource Sharing > Lending Requests), locate the message with the external identifier 

belonging to the Borrowing request message, and click Edit. The Resource Sharing Lending 

Request page opens.  

5 Click the General Messages tab. The General Messages page opens, and the general 

message sent by the borrower displays in the table with Type = Received. 

6 Once the message has been noted or acted upon, click Dismiss to remove the message from 

the page. 

Note: You can also use this feature to send a general message from a lending institution to a 

borrowing institution. You can view requests that have received messages (messages of Type = 

Received) that are active by clicking the Active General Messages link in the General Messages 

facet on the left side of the page. 

You can also access active general messages by clicking the Lending requests with active 

general messages link on the Tasks list.  

New Shipping Interface and Option to Set Shipping 

Costs and Due Date at Ship Time 

Description 

This feature enables updating the due date and shipping cost simultaneously for multiple items 

being shipped together. An ISO message is sent to the borrower indicating that the items have 

been shipped and their information has been updated.  

Technical Instructions 

The following roles can update the due date and shipping cost for multiple items in a shipping 

request: 

 Fulfillment Services Operator 
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 Fulfillment Services Manager 

To set a due date and shipping cost for shipping multiple items from a lending institution:  

1 Open the Shipping Items page (Fulfillment > Resource Sharing > Shipping Items), to 

configure shipping of items.  

 

Figure 92 – Shipping Items Page 

2 In the Shipping format field, select the format in which the request is to be shipped. 

3 In the Shipping cost field, enter a shipping cost for the item. 

4 In the Due date field, enter a date by when the item must be shipped. This field displays 

only when Shipping format = Physical. 

5 In the Scan item barcode field, enter the item’s barcode. This field displays only when 

Shipping format = Physical. 

6 In the Scan request ID field, enter the item’s external identification number. 

7 Click OK next to either the Scan item barcode or Scan request ID fields. The item is located 

and displays on the bottom of the page.  

Repeat the above steps for all items you want to ship. The items display in the table at the 

bottom of the page, and the configured shipping cost and due date are applied to each of the 

items. 

Other Resource Sharing Enhancements 

 The Alternative delivery address field always appeared in the resource sharing request 

forms. Now, you can set the rs_support_ADD_service parameter (Fulfillment > 

Fulfillment Configuration > Configuration Menu > General > Other Settings) to 

determine whether or not this field displays. 

 rs_support_ADD_service=True – The Alternative address field displays (default) 

 rs_support_ADD_service=False - The Alternative address field does not display 
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 A new parameter, ignore_lender_due_date, was added to the Fulfillment 

CustomerParameters table (Fulfillment > Fulfillment Configuration > Configuration 

Menu > General > Other Settings). When this parameter is set to True, a request's due date 

is ignored when loaning an item to a patron, and the due date is calculated according to the 

TOU defined in the fulfillment unit. 
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Analytics 

The following section describes the functions provided for Analytics in the June 2014 release of 

Alma. 

Addition of the Interested Users Field to the Shared PO 

Line Dimension 

Description 

The Interested Users field has been added to the shared PO line dimension in all subject areas in 

which it appears. This field displays the interested users for the PO line as configured in Alma. 

The names of the interested users are displayed in the last name, first name format, are 

concatenated, and are separated by a semicolon. 

Technical Instructions 

The Design Analytics role can access this enhancement. 

To access the Interested Users field in Alma Analytics: 

Select, for example, Funds Expenditure > PO Line. 

 

Figure 93 – PO Line Interested Users 

The following is an example of a report using the Interested Users field. 
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Figure 94 – Interested Users Report 

Since the field is concatenated, if you want to filter the report based on a specific interested user, 

you must use the contains any operator. 

 

Figure 95 – Contains Any Operator 
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Addition of the Renewal Date Dimension to the 

Fulfillment Subject Area 

Description 

The Renewal Date dimension has been added to the Fulfillment subject area. The renewal date 

information can be used to count the number of renewals done within a certain time period.  

This development has been added based on customer feedback regarding the previous solution 

that count renewals based on their original loan date did not provide the data needed for many 

of the industry reports (which require providing the number of renewals per period, where the 

date is the renewal date). 

Technical Instructions 

The Design Analytics role can access this enhancement. 

To access the Renewal Date dimension in Alma Analytics: 

In the Fulfillment subject area, the Renewal Date dimension has been added. 
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Figure 96 – Renewal Date 

The following is an example of a report using the Renewal Date Month field from the Renewal 

Date dimension. It demonstrates how using the new renewal date filter can impact reports.  

In this example, the number of loans and the number of renewals calculated when filtering by 

loan year=2013 is displayed: 

 

Figure 97 – Loans and Renewals 

This report is missing renewals performed in 2013 for loans that took place before 2013. By 

adding the following filter, you can see that there are many more renewals in 2013 for loans that 

took place before 2013. 
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Figure 98 – Renewals Filter 

The report now appears as follows: 

 

Figure 99 –Loans and Renewals (Revised) 

Analytics Job Enhancements 

The following Analytics-related modifications were made in Administration > Manage Jobs > 

Monitor Jobs:  

 The job category of the Analytics-related jobs was changed from SAAS operator to 

Analytics.  

 The job names were changed to the following:  

 Daily schedule of Analytics reports and dashboards 

 Weekly schedule of Analytics reports and dashboards 

 Monthly schedule of Analytics reports and dashboards  
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Primo 

The following sections describe the functions provided for Primo in the June 2014 release of 

Alma. 

Primo Request List Enhancements 

For non-active hold and digitization requests, Primo now displays the item’s place in queue in 

the request list on the My Account > Requests page. For example: 

 

Figure 100 – Request List on Primo My Account > Requests Page 

Display Public Notes in the Primo Get It Tab  

Description 

With the June release, Primo displays public notes as follows in the Get It tab: 

 Previously, Primo only displayed subfield 852 $z in the holdings information on the items 

list page, and now it also displays under the Holdings column on the holdings list page. 
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Figure 101 – Public Notes in Holdings List in Primo Get It Tab 

 Primo now displays item-level public notes (which are added with the Physical Item Editor) 

under the Description column in the items list. The note appears after the Note: label and 

can be customized. 

 

Figure 102 – Public Notes in Items List in Primo Get It Tab 

Technical Instructions 

No additional configuration is necessary to enable this enhancement, but you can modify the 

labels that display in Primo. 

Either of the following roles can modify display labels: 

 General System Administrator 

 Fulfillment Administrator 
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To modify a display label: 

1 On the Fulfillment Configuration page (Fulfillment > Fulfillment Configuration > 

Configuration Menu), click Labels under Discovery Interface Display Logic. 

2 Click the Customize button in the line containing the c.uresolver.getit2.item_list.note code 

and modify the text in the Description field. 

3 Click Customize at the bottom of the page to store the modified labels in the system. 

Display Additional Holdings Information in the Primo 

Get It Tab 

Description 

With the June release, you can display additional holdings information in the Primo Get It tab. 

The following table lists the MARC fields that hold additional information to display in Primo. 

To display most of this additional information, you must first enable the 

display_additional_holding_fields_in_getit Other Settings parameter. 

MARC Field Description Requires 

Enabling? 

867 (Textual Holdings - 

Supplementary 

Material) 

This field displays in the holdings list and in the 

single holdings display. The information appears 

after the Supplementary Material: label, which is 

customizable by modifying the description for the 

following code: 

c.uresolver.getit2.holding_list.supplementary_ 

material 

N 

868 (Textual Holdings – 

Indexes) 

This field displays in the holdings list and in the 

single holdings display. The information appears 

after the Indexes: label, which is customizable by 

modifying the description for the following code: 

c.uresolver.getit2.holding_list.indexes 

Y 
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MARC Field Description Requires 

Enabling? 

561 (Ownership and 

Custodial History) 

This field displays in the holdings list and in the 

single holdings display. Primo displays only the 

following subfields, which are separated by a comma: 

 $a (History) 

 $u (Uniform Resource Identifier) 

 $3 (Materials specified) 

This information appears after the Ownership and 

Custodial History: label, which is customizable by 

modifying the description for the following code: 

c.uresolver.getit2.holding_list.ownership 

Y 

563 (Binding 

Information) 

This field displays in the holdings list and in the 

single holdings display. Primo displays only the 

following subfields, which are separated by a comma: 

 $a (Binding note) 

 $u (Uniform Resource Identifier) 

 $3 (Materials specified) 

This information appears after the Binding: label, 

which is customizable by modifying the description 

for the following code: 

c.uresolver.getit2.holding_list.binding 

Y 
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MARC Field Description Requires 

Enabling? 

541 (Immediate Source 

of Acquisition Note) 

This field displays in the holdings list and in the 

single holdings display. Primo displays only the 

following subfields, which are separated by a comma: 

 $a (Source of acquisition) 

 $b (Address) 

 $c (Method of acquisition) 

 $d (Date of acquisition) 

This information appears after the Source of 

Acquisition: label, which is customizable by 

modifying the description for the following code: 

c.uresolver.getit2.holding_list.source_of_acq 

Y 

852 $t (Copy number) This field displays after the public note (852 $z) and is 

prefixed with the Copy: label, which is customizable 

by modifying the description for the following code: 

c.uresolver.getit2.item_list.copy 

N 

The following figure shows examples of additional holdings information in the Primo Get It tab: 

 

Figure 103 – Additional Holdings Information Shown in the Primo Get It Tab 
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Technical Instructions 

The following role can modify the display_additional_holding_fields_in_getit parameter: 

 General System Administrator 

Either of the following roles can modify display labels: 

 General System Administrator 

 Fulfillment Administrator 

To display additional holdings information in the Primo Get It tab: 

1 On the General Configuration page (Administration > General Configuration > 

Configuration Menu), click Other Settings under General Configuration. 

2 Click the Customize button to the right of the display_additional_holding_fields_in_getit 

customer parameter and change the parameter value field to true. 

3 Click Save at the bottom of the page to store the modified parameter in the system. 

To modify a display label: 

1 On the Fulfillment Configuration page (Fulfillment > Fulfillment Configuration > 

Configuration Menu), click Labels under Discovery Interface Display Logic. 

2 Click the Customize button to the right of the label that you want to edit and modify the 

text in the Description field. 

3 Click Customize at the bottom of the page to store the modified label in the system.  
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Alma APIs 

The following sections describe Alma API enhancements provided in the June 2014 release. 

Alma RESTful APIs 

With the June release, the following new APIs are available. Information on them is available on 

the new Developer Network. (Click the relevant links on the following page: 

https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/alma/apis/bibs): 

 GET /almaws/v1/bibs/{mms_id}/holdings/{holding_id}– to retrieve a holdings record 

 PUT /almaws/v1/bibs/{mms_id}/holdings/{holding_id} - to update a holdings record 

Alma Requests API 

The following parameters have been added to the Alma Requests API response: 

 place_in_queue – For non-active requests (request_status = Not Started), this parameter 

returns the patron’s position in the queue. 

 task_name – For active requests (request_status = In Process), this parameter returns the 

current task that is being performed on the requested item (such as Pickup From Shelf, In 

Transit, On Hold Shelf, and so forth) 

 expiry_date – For active requests (request_status = In Process), this parameter returns the 

date at which the current task is about to expire.  

https://developers.exlibrisgroup.com/alma/apis/bibs
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For example: 

 

Figure 104 – Alma Requests API Response 
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Collaborative Networks and Multicampus 

Institutions 

The following section describes Alma enhancements provided for collaborative networks and 

multicampus institutions in the June 2014 release. 

Setting Network Zone (NZ) Import Profiles to Delete 

Records on Load 

Description 

In a collaborative network, users who are loading records into the Network Zone have, until 

now, been unable to delete records that were no longer needed by the collaborative network. 

They could load resources as NZ administrators but could not delete any obsolete resources 

because the system was unable to ensure that a resource was not being used by a member 

institution before deleting it. 

With the June release, Alma has put in place a system for checking whether a resource is being 

used by any institution in a collaborative network. When loading resources to the NZ, Alma can 

delete a resource if the following is true: 

 The vendor has marked a resource as expired or otherwise unusable to the network. 

 Check boxes for using the NZ and bibliographic record deletion have been selected by the 

user in the import profile. 

 No member has any inventory associated with the record to be deleted.   

Technical Details 

To work with import jobs on the Monitor and View Imports page or the Job History page, you 

must have one of the following roles: 

 Purchasing Operator 

 Purchasing Manager 

 Catalog Manager 

 Catalog Administrator 

 Acquisitions Administrator 

 System Administrator 
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To allow the system to delete records from the NZ, the following check boxes must be selected 

during the creation of an import profile from the IZ (Resource Management > Resource 

Configuration > Configuration Menu > Record Import > Import Profiles > Add New Profile or 

Acquisitions > Acquisitions Configuration > Configuration Menu > Purchase Orders > 

Import Profiles). 

 

Figure 105 - Use Network Zone Check Box 

 
Figure 106 - Allow Bibliographic Record Deletion 

Note: These options appear either for the Update Inventory type or the Repository type. 
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The system checks to make sure no institutions are linked to the NZ record before deleting the 

record. 

Inherited Group Settings Indicator 

For Network Zone (NZ) or multicampus environments that have group settings defined, the 

electronic collection, service, and portfolio editors display Available For inherited group 

settings from the higher level. The inherited group settings are listed after the Available For 

heading. 

 

Figure 107 - Inherited Available For Group Settings 

In the example shown above, the group settings are inherited from the electronic collection in 

which they were defined (see below).  

 

Figure 108 - Inherited Group Settings Defined 

See below for an example of one of the portfolios that has inherited group settings from this 

same definition. 

 

Figure 109 - Inherited Group Settings for a Portfolio 
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Automatic Update of Linked User Records  

A Fulfillment Network configuration allows patrons of one institution to receive fulfillment 

services, such as loans and requests, at another institution. As of the June release, each time a 

user from one institution borrows or places requests at another institution, this user's home 

institution contact information is refreshed at the servicing institution. 

For information about Fulfillment Networks, refer to the Alma Fulfillment Guide or Alma online 

help. 

Other Collaborative Network/Multicampus 

Enhancements 

 With the June release, Alma provides rapid service indicator (RSI) support for resources 

managed in the Network Zone in a collaborative network environment. RSI support now 

identifies full-text availability (by a green dot) in the Primo search results for NZ managed 

resources. 

 The OpenURL returned to Primo has been enhanced to enrich the context object with 

content from the Alma NZ when no match is found in the Alma Institution Zone.  
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Alma Interface Updates 

The following sections describe Alma interface update enhancements provided in the June 2014 

release. 

Quick Add Available for Code and Mapping Tables 

The Quick Add feature is now available to add rows to code and mapping tables in Alma. The 

Quick Add feature has a distinctive look that differentiates it from the rest of the page. The 

advantages of this feature are that you can add information faster because only the Quick Add 

area refreshes instead of the whole page, and the page does not redisplay from the top after 

adding information. In addition, pressing the Enter key has the same functionality as clicking 

Add. 

The following is an example of the Quick Add feature in a code table. (Fulfillment > 

Fulfillment Configuration > Configuration Menu > Patron Configuration > Patron Groups). 

 

Figure 110 – Quick Add – Code Table 
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The following is an example of the Quick Add feature in a mapping table. (Fulfillment > 

Fulfillment Configuration > Configuration Menu > Resource Sharing > Patron Query 

Templates). 

 

Figure 111 – Quick Add – Mapping Table 

Exported Excel Format Enhanced 

You can export the data from lists in Alma to an Excel spreadsheet. The formatting of this Excel 

has been enhanced: 

 The heading at the top of each column is in a more legible font. 

 The columns are auto-sized to fit content up to 50 characters. 

 The following enhancements have been made to the Date and Date and Time columns of 

the Excel: 

 The column is in Excel date format and can be used in formulas, sorts, and filters. 

 If there is no date information, the field appears in the Excel as empty space instead of 

erroneous data. 
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 The following enhancements have been made to the Date and Time column of the Excel: 

 The time indicated in the column is in the local time zone of the viewer. 

 The format of the date is in the format configured by the institution. 

 Hovering over the Expiration Date column header displays the time zone of the date – 

for example, Time Zone: Asia/Jerusalem. 

Enhanced In List and Not In List Operators for Rules  

Description 

The In List and Not In List operators for creating rules have been enhanced to display all of the 

options as check boxes. This allows you to view all the options at the same time and select 

multiple options without having to scroll through a drop-down list. This enhancement has been 

implemented wherever rules are configured in Alma. 

Technical Instructions 

The following procedure provides an example of this enhancement. 

To view the In List and Not In List operators: 

1 On the Fulfillment Units List page (Fulfillment > Fulfillment Configuration > 

Configuration Menu > Physical Fulfillment > Fulfillment Units) select Actions > Edit for a 

fulfillment unit. The Edit Fulfillment Unit page opens. 

2 In the Fulfillment Unit Rules tab, click Add Rule. The Fulfillment Unit Rules Editor page 

opens. 

3 In the Input Parameter section, select In List or Not In List from the Operator drop-down 

list. The options are displayed as check boxes. 
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Figure 112 – In List and Not In List Options 

4 Select the options you want or select Select All to select all of the options.  

5 Click Add Parameter to add the input parameter to the fulfillment unit rule. 
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Known Issues 

 When importing an EOD file using the New Order profile, if the location of the item does 

not have a call number type, the call number type of the institution should be used as the 

alternative call number type. Currently, however, no alternative call number is used. 

 Although the borrower side renewal of loaned items that have been received through a 

resource sharing request is controlled by the partner’s workflow profile, changing the due 

date using the various Change Due Date options is possible even if the workflow profile 

does not allow this option. 

Fixed Issues 

The following previous Known Issues have been fixed: 

 For the newly combined electronic collections that contain both services and bibliographic 

records/URLs, the Electronic Resource Activation Task List (Resource Management > 

Manage Inventory > Manage Electronic Resource Activation) may exhibit faulty behavior: 

 Selecting Un-suppress from the Actions menu may result in the disappearance of the 

Activate item from the menu list. 

 Selecting Done from the Actions menu may result in unexpected behavior.  

 The Suppress/Unsuppress option appears if the electronic collection has both an 

unsuppressed/suppressed bibliographic record and a URL associated with it. Selecting this 

option suppresses/unsuppresses the bibliographic record from being published to Primo. 

For the June release, the Suppress/Unsuppress option will appear regardless of whether a 

URL is associated with the electronic collection. In the meantime, if no URL is associated 

with the electronic collection, you can suppress/unsuppress it through the bibliographic 

record.  

 If a circulation desk has an Acquisition Technical Services work order department, staff 

users should be able to receive items at the circulation desk. However, currently the 

following error is issued when attempting to receive items at such a circulation desk: "No 

acquisition department was selected." 

 The Rota Templates link (Fulfillment > Resource Sharing) is visible to the Resource 

Sharing Partners Manager role in a library or an institution, as discussed in the Resource 

Sharing section of this document. An operator who is scoped for a specific library can view 

the institution-level templates in view mode, but should not be able to add templates. The 

Add Template button should therefore be disabled in view mode, but it is currently 

enabled.  
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 An issue was reported in Oracle’s OBI relating to the version currently used by Ex Libris. 

The implication is that Alma Analytics will no longer function correctly for Chrome users 

upgrading to the latest version of Chrome (30). 

For details, you can read the following: 

https://blogs.oracle.com/proactivesupportEPM/entry/obiee_problems_with_chrome_update 

https://blogs.oracle.com/proactivesupportEPM/entry/update_to_obiee_chrome_30 

 

 

 

 

https://blogs.oracle.com/proactivesupportEPM/entry/obiee_problems_with_chrome_update
https://blogs.oracle.com/proactivesupportEPM/entry/update_to_obiee_chrome_30
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