Alma Essentials -- Resources 
Physical Resources in Alma

Welcome to this training session on physical resources in Alma. In this session, you will learn about the inventory model used by Alma to organize various kinds of metadata records, and look at a few examples of physical resources and their records.
The inventory model for physical resources in Alma is structured with three levels: The bibliographic level, the holdings level, and the item level. Physical inventory, such as a book or a serial, will have a record at each of these levels: The bibliographic record, the holdings record, and the item record. In fact, a bibliographic record could have more than one holdings record, and each holdings record could have more than one item record.  
In another training session, you'll be introduced to Alma's Metadata Editor and learn how to edit such records. But for now, let's see how this model applies to actual physical material. 

In Alma, if you search All titles with the persistent search bar, your results will include all bibliographic records, regardless of inventory. Your results may include electronic, physical, and digital resources, as well as bibliographic records with no inventory at all. You can then use the facets to limit the search results. If you’re interested specifically in your institution’s physical resources, you can start with a Physical titles search, which limits your results to only show titles for which you have physical holdings.  If, in addition to physical holdings, a title also has digital or electronic holdings, you will see that indicated in the search result. Here is a print book available at your institution. Click on the title to see more information.
In this side pane, we can see the three levels of the inventory model. First, the Bibliographic Record. This contains metadata such as title, author, ISBN, and so on, which are relevant to all copies of this book. You can get the bib record from the publisher or distributor, or from an external resource such as a national library system or OCLC, or you can create the bib record yourself in Alma. 
Below that are Holdings, which are the locations where this book can be found. We’ll come back to that in a moment.
Below that is a list of items, each representing a physical copy of the book, along with its availability status and barcode. 
Now, let’s look at the holdings. 
You can view the holdings in this side pane, or click View Full Holdings List to open a sliding panel with just the holdings information. In this example, you have the book in your Graduate Library and also in your Main Library, so that’s two holdings records. And your Science Library has the book in two different locations, so that's two more holdings records.  
At the Main Library, you actually have two copies of the book at one location. So, the Main Library holdings record contains within it two item records. From the row-action menu, you can select View Items to see the list of items, each with their own barcode.  See more details about this item by selecting View. This is metadata on the item level.  This applies specifically to this copy of the book. In this case, under Notes, you can see that this copy was signed by the author.  
If you want to find a physical item record right from the start, use the persistent search bar to search for Physical items. For example, if you are looking for the signed copy of this book, you can include that in the search terms.  Here is that item record, with its barcode. 

For physical resources that are published as serials, such as a journal, the inventory model is similar. Here is a print journal available at your institution. As before, you can see the Bib record, Holdings, and Items. 
Your institution can choose how to represent the issues of a serial. 
Most serials in Alma have an item record for each issue, which contains enumeration and chronology information and allows librarians and patrons to easily locate the desired issue. Others use a summary holdings statement, which represents all the issues of that journal in the holdings record.   

Your institution's electronic resources are also organized in Alma with a specific inventory model, but the model is slightly different than the one used for physical resources. We'll talk about e-resources in another training session. 
Thanks for watching.
