Getting to Know Alma – Searching
Advanced Searching

Hello, the persistent search box is used for simple searches of all kinds. Advanced search lets you conduct more complex searches that have multiple search parameters connected by Boolean operators.

In this session, you will learn how to perform an Advanced Search in Alma.

Let's say you want to retrieve a list of physical materials in the Main and Science Libraries on artificial intelligence.

To open the Advanced search pane, click the magnifying glass with a plus sign icon. For this example, select Physical titles in the Search in field. 

Now you can add criteria, you can add additional rules by clicking the plus Add rule button. In the titles search, you can also add a group of rules by clicking the Add group button. You can set the Boolean AND or OR condition for each group, and what the condition between all of the groups and rules will be.

For example, if you would like the title to contain the keyword ‘artificial intelligence’ and published after 2005, you could set these two criteria. But you would only like items from one of two locations. So, you'll use a group. Search for the index Library (Holdings) then select your first location, Main Library. Since you want another rule of the same index, you can click the X to delete the second rule. Then click Duplicate Rule on the first rule in the group and change the location to the Science Library. Now set the Boolean operator for this group to OR, and set the main Boolean operator for the search to AND.

This search now says that you would like a title on artificial intelligence that must be published in 2005 or later, with only items from the Main or Science Libraries.

Click Search, and here is the list of results. The parameters you selected are shown at the top of the page. You can narrow your results using facets. If you can’t find a particular facet you can use the search bar to locate it.

To change any of your criteria, you can click on the search parameters shown at the top of the page, or on the Advanced search icon. You can edit, add, or remove criteria and criteria groups as needed, then click Search.

Here are your updated results.

Let's see another example, this time with Electronic resources. Let's say that you want to see all of the ProQuest electronic collections that are available in your institution.

Click the Advanced Search icon again, click Clear form, to delete your previous search. Select Electronic Collection from the Search in: drop-down list. Again, you are just interested in what's in your local catalog, so keep the Institution Zone selected. Next, choose the Interface Name, Contains Keywords, and enter ProQuest. Add another row, keep the Boolean set to AND, then select Availability for Electronic Collections.

Keep this set to Equals, then choose Available. Click search; and here are your results.

You now know how to perform an Advanced Search to craft complex searches in Alma.

Thanks for watching!

