Getting to Know Alma – Resources 
Resources Overview

Hello! Resources in Alma include the physical, electronic, and digital materials in your local catalog, as well as the Community Zone. 

In this session you will learn how inventory is structured in Alma for each of these types of resources.

When physical resources are set up in Alma, there are three separate components to the inventory record.

First, is the bibliographic record, which contains the title, author, ISBN, and so on.  Each bibliographic record in Alma has a unique MMS ID.

Then there are the holdings. In Alma there is a separate holdings record for each unique combination of Library, Location and Call Number. Therefore, if one bibliographic record has four items: 1 in the Main Library Open Stacks location, 1 in the Main Library Reserves location, and 2 in the Graduate Library 2nd floor location, there would be 3 holdings records.  

And then we would have the item level records. In this case, the Main Library has two items of the record in two different locations, while there are two items in the Graduate Library.

Structuring the inventory in this way is a more efficient way of managing information - for example, if you needed to make a change to the bibliographic record, you would only need to make edits in one place, and the change would be visible for all of the items of the record.
Print serials also have three components to their inventory records.

Again, we have the bibliographic record, which contains the title of the journal, the ISSN, and so on. And we have the holdings records. Because this is a physical resource you can see the location. And at the item level, we have the individual issues of the journal.

Electronic resources are structured a bit differently, but there are still three levels.

We still have the bibliographic record. But instead of a physical location, the next level is the electronic collection, which contains information about where and how the resource is accessed. Then within each collection are one or more portfolios, which contain the information about coverage dates, and access information for each provider of the resource.

For example, in the bibliographic record for this journal you can find the title and ISSN. And when we expand the holdings section, you can see we subscribe to this resource via a couple of different electronic collections. To see more information about the portfolios in these collections, click Electronic Portfolios. Here you can see the coverage dates and access information for each provider.

Please note that as a matter of best practice, there are separate bibliographic records for resources with physical inventory and resources with electronic inventory. However, you will be able to see all types of holdings for a title listed in the Holdings section.

Resources with physical inventory will have one or more holdings records and then one or more items connected to each holdings record.  

Electronic inventory will have one or more portfolios and each portfolio is typically part of an electronic collection, though this is not mandatory, and it may be a standalone portfolio.

For digital resources, there's yet another structure to consider.

We still have the bibliographic record that contains the descriptive metadata for the resource. Then there may be one or more derivatives. Each of these digital files are connected to a digital representation. 

For example, let's say the library has digitized some content to make it available to patrons. We have the bibliographic record for the resource, that contains the title and metadata. Then in the holdings section, you can see there are three Digital representations for this resource. A Primary and Derivative copy, as well as an Auxiliary usage. Each linking to a digital representation.

The Primary copy is the original, such as the original scanned images. The Derivative representation is a PDF file that patrons will be accessing. And Auxiliary is a representation that is supplementary to the main representation, such as the Table of Contents. Each digital file is connected to a digital representation.

Depending on how your policies are configured patrons will be able to access these resources in Primo VE.

Note, that the information about materials in each record is what is searchable and available to patrons in Primo VE, and what versions may be available to them.

You now have an understanding of how inventory is structured in Alma.

Thanks for watching!


