Getting to Know Alma – General
What is Alma?

Ex Libris Alma is a unified library services platform, where you can manage all your libraries’ assets! Alma is completely cloud-based, and accessible from your browser.
As a Unified Resource Management system, Alma lets you manage your libraries’ physical, electronic, and digital materials.
Physical materials include books, print journals, CDs, and other tangibles held by the library.
Electronic resources are online materials, such as e-journals and e-books, which are managed by a third party and subscribed to by your library.
Digital assets are the media files owned and managed by your library, including e-books, articles, and image and video collections.
These materials are all managed in Alma, with no need for separate systems!
Data in Alma is managed in three zones:
The Institution Zone is where you manage your institution's local records and inventory.
If your institution is part of a consortium, the Network Zone is a shared bibliographic environment for all the members of the consortium.
The Community Zone is a repository of electronic resources shared across all Alma users, eliminating the need of each library to create and maintain electronic collections locally! The Community Zone also serves as a repository for authority records from multiple sources. The Community Zone is managed by Ex Libris and is also open for contributions by the community.
In Alma, you can perform all of the day-to-day activities of your library, including: acquisition of new materials, managing resources and cataloging, and handling circulation and fulfillment requests from patrons!
In this Getting to Know Alma series, you will see how some daily activities are performed, and how your libraries' workflows and processes will be improved by Alma.
Welcome to Alma!
