
1

Valli Hoski    Implementation Librarian

Welcome to SFX Web Training 
Session 2
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Copyright Statement

• All of the information and material inclusive of text, images, logos, product names is either 

the property of, or used with permission by Ex Libris Ltd. The information may not be 

distributed, modified, displayed, reproduced – in whole or in part – without the prior written 

permission of Ex Libris Ltd. 

• TRADEMARKS 

Ex Libris, the Ex Libris logo, Aleph, SFX, SFXIT, MetaLib, DigiTool, Verde, Primo, Voyager, 

MetaSearch, MetaIndex and other Ex Libris products and services referenced herein are 

trademarks of Ex Libris, and may be registered in certain jurisdictions. All other product 

names, company names, marks and logos referenced may be trademarks of their respective 

owners. 

• DISCLAIMER 

The information contained in this document is compiled from various sources and provided on 

an "AS IS" basis for general information purposes only without any representations, 

conditions or warranties whether express or implied, including any implied warranties of 

satisfactory quality, completeness, accuracy or fitness for a particular purpose. 

• Ex Libris, its subsidiaries and related corporations ("Ex Libris Group") disclaim any and all 

liability for all use of this information, including losses, damages, claims or expenses any 

person may incur as a result of the use of this information, even if advised of the possibility 

of such loss or damage.

• © Ex Libris Ltd., 2008
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Objectives

• Identify how to activate an ejournal package 

where you do not license all of the content the 

provider sells for that particular package.

• Identify how to to activate a new ejournal your 

library has purchased in SFX

• Recognize how to batch load data into SFX

• Recognize how Proxy settings and User 

Parameters are used within SFX

• Recognize how SFX uses Object Lookup to 

display items on the SFX Menu
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Agenda

• Activating Selective Targets

• Working With Your Collection Data For 

Selective Targets

• Batch Activation Using DataLoader

• Polishing Off SFX Targets

• Using a Proxy Server With SFX

• Understanding Object Lookup
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Activating Selective Targets
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TARGET

TARGET SERVICE

OBJECT 

PORTFOLIO

Cambridge University 
Press

getFullTxt

Publishers Weekly

1997-present

OBJECT 

PORTFOLIO

OBJECT 

PORTFOLIO

Advertising Age
2000-present

The Economist

2002-present

Activating Selective Package
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Activating Selective Package

• Step 1: Activate the Target

• Click the ‘N’ button located next to the target name

• The text will turn black and the ‘N’ button will become a 

yellow ‘Y’ button.
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• Step 2: Activate the Target Service

• Click the ‘N’ button located next to service you want to 

expose your users to.

• The text will turn black and the ‘N’ button will become a 

yellow ‘Y’ button.

Activating Selective Package
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• Step 3: Activate each Object Portfolios

• Find the object portfolios in the list

• Search for the object and activate the object portfolio

• Batch activate the object portfolios

Activating Selective Package
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Working With 
Your Collection Data
For Selective Targets
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Understanding Your Data

• In your Data 

Workbook, the 

Selective Targets 

Section includes

• Target Name

• Tab Code
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Activate Selective Targets

• Activate your selective 

targets.

• Evaluate global 

thresholds in selective 

targets.

• Create local thresholds 

as needed.

• Use Data Loader to 

activate selected titles 

and load local 

thresholds.
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Batch Activation Using DataLoader
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Step 1: Prepare Your Excel File

• Create your Excel File

• ISSN

• ACTIVE

• Local Threshold 

(optional)

• Save your Excel File as a 

Text Tab Delimited File

NOTE: SFX User Guide Part 2 Appendix G discusses how to use Excel 
to create SFX Thresholds
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Step 2: Choose Your Target and 
Target Service

• Choose which target and target service you are 

batch activating.

• Find your file on your computer and upload it to 

DataLoader.
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Step 3: Finish Your DataLoad

• Let DataLoader know what’s in your file’s columns

• Choose the Update Portfolios Option to batch activate

• Click Submit!
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Step 4: Check for Errors

• Dataloader Provides you with 3 files

• A Log

• The file you submitted

• An Error Report

• Download the Error Report and check for any errors
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Polishing Off SFX Targets
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Objectives

• Configure your proxy server to work with SFX

• Understand how to proxy resources in SFX

• Set up basic targets that require U/P values

• Understand why SFX needs U/P information to 

create links

• Understand how SFX uses Object Lookup to 

display items on the SFX Menu
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Polishing off your SFX Targets

• In order to activate a target you need to:

1. Activate the target

2. Activate the target service

3. Activate the object portfolio

• However there are other options available 

that can improve linking and help you 

maintain SFX.
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Using a Proxy Server with SFX 
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Using a Proxy Server with SFX

SFX Server
+

SFX 

Database

Source

P
R
O
X
Y

OpenURL
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Using a Proxy Server with SFX

• Input the proxy server’s information under 
Administrator Tools � Menu Configuration � Proxy Settings

• Choosing to implement a selective proxy? 

• Check the proxy box located at the Target 

Service level of targets that need to be proxied
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Using Usernames and Passwords 
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Using Usernames and Passwords 

26

Using Usernames and Passwords 

• After clicking the           fill in the “flag” values

• Determine what information to input in the 

“flag” using the Target Configuration Guide

found on the SFX Documentation Portal 
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Understanding Object Lookup
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Object Lookup:  Two Types Of Targets

• Targets with Object 

Portfolios

• Links to individual 

bibliographic items

• Target displays on the 

menu only if it contains 

that specific bibliographic 

item.

• Targets without 

Object Portfolios

• Links to searches or 

general web based 

services.

• Not connected to an 

individual bibliographic 

item.
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Object Lookup: Using Object Portfolios

• Object Lookup 

determines whether or 

not Object Portfolios are 

available for a target 

service.

• Object Lookup can be 

turned on or off at the 

target service level
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Exercise 2.1 – Activating a Selective 
Package Target

Using the knowledge you just learned and 
the steps outlined in the SFX Exercises 
booklet, try finding an object record.

Practice: Activating Selective Targets

Exercise 2.2 – Activating One Title in 
a Selective Package

Using the knowledge you just learned and 
the steps outlined in the SFX Exercises 
booklet, try finding an object record.
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Exercise 2.3 – Batch Activating a 
Select Group of Object Portfolios

Using the knowledge you just learned, your 
own data, and the steps outlined in the SFX 
Exercises booklet, try activating object 
portfolios using DataLoader.

Practice: Batch Activation Using 
DataLoader
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Practice: Setting Up Your Proxy 
Server

Exercise 2.4 – Inputting your Proxy 
Server Information

Using the knowledge you just learned, your 
own data, and the steps outlined in the SFX 
Exercises booklet, try activating object 
portfolios using DataLoader.

Exercise 2.5 – Setting Up A Selective 
Proxy

If you have chosen to implement a selective 
proxy, use the information you just learned 
to configure your targets.



17

33

Exercise 2.6 – Inputting your 
Username/Password Information

Using the information in the Target 
Configuration Guide add username/password 
information to SFX.

Practice: Set Up Username 
/Password Information

www.exlibrisgroup.com/sfx.htm


