
1

Valli Hoski Implementation Librarian

Welcome to SFX Web Training 
Session 5
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Copyright Statement

• All of the information and material inclusive of text, images, logos, product names is either 

the property of, or used with permission by Ex Libris Ltd. The information may not be 

distributed, modified, displayed, reproduced – in whole or in part – without the prior written 

permission of Ex Libris Ltd. 

• TRADEMARKS 

Ex Libris, the Ex Libris logo, Aleph, SFX, SFXIT, MetaLib, DigiTool, Verde, Primo, Voyager, 

MetaSearch, MetaIndex and other Ex Libris products and services referenced herein are 

trademarks of Ex Libris, and may be registered in certain jurisdictions. All other product 

names, company names, marks and logos referenced may be trademarks of their respective 

owners. 

• DISCLAIMER 

The information contained in this document is compiled from various sources and provided on 

an "AS IS" basis for general information purposes only without any representations, 

conditions or warranties whether express or implied, including any implied warranties of 

satisfactory quality, completeness, accuracy or fitness for a particular purpose. 

• Ex Libris, its subsidiaries and related corporations ("Ex Libris Group") disclaim any and all 

liability for all use of this information, including losses, damages, claims or expenses any 

person may incur as a result of the use of this information, even if advised of the possibility 

of such loss or damage.

• © Ex Libris Ltd., 2008
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Objectives

• Review which menu options can be tailored

• Describe how menu options affect the SFX 

interface and services

• Identify how to tailor the A-Z List options 

• Describe how to enable the options needed for 

your library’s services
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Agenda

• SFX Menu Customization

• A-Z List Customization

• CitationLinker
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SFX Menu Customization
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Objectives

• Review which menu options can be tailored

• Describe how menu options affect the SFX 

interface and services

• Review how to enable the options needed for 

your library’s services
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SFX Menu Design Options –
Targets and Menu
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SFX Menu Customization - Options

Let’s take a closer look …

SFX MENU CUSTOMIZATION (Details in Training Workbook Section 2)

• Ex Libris Logo Option

• Multi-Language Drop Down Box Option

• Menu Collapsibility Option

• Linking to the Text Option

• Go Button Option

• Display Headers Option

• Fill-In Boxes Option

• Target Icon Option

• Services in the Basic and Advanced Section

• Target Ordering

• SFX Menu Wording

• SFX Menu Images

• SFX Full Text Button

• SFX Menu CSS Style Sheet

(We’ll return to Logic Rules, DirectLink, etc. in a bit)
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Menu Configuration & Menu Design

Start with Simplified 
Template No. 1
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Design & View Changes

View and refresh 
as different 
options are tried 
out
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Ex Libris Header & SFX Banner
Show or Remove

12

Language Options



7

13

Multi-Language Drop Down Box
Show or Not
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Menu Collapsibility Option
Collapse or Show All
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SFX Menu Wording & Images

Done through SFX Translation and Display options -

• All text can be customized

• Change to match library’s preference, such as

• Style used on other collections and catalogs

• Specific terminology

• Images can be customized

• Review existing images

• Develop new images or design

• SFX Full Text button

• Design may be changed, but SFX swirlie logo must

be included
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SFX Menu CSS Style Sheet

• Edit the CSS Style Sheet to change colors in 

the SFX Menu

• Style sheet found on the server in the templates, 

such as Simplified Menu Template is shown at:

/exlibris/sfx_ver/sfx_version_3/<instance>/templates/
css/simplified_template1/sfxmenu.css
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Tailor Design of Targets

18

Link To Text Option – Hyperlink Location
Text, Target, or No Link* (*Go Button links instead)
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Go Button
Show Or Not

20

Display Headers Option
Display Service Header or Not
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Fill-in Boxes Option
Show Under Target or Not

22

Target Icon Option
Arrow, Ex Libris, Yours or None
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SFX Menu Design Options –
Target and Service Precedence
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Service Precedence
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Services In Basic & Advanced Section

• Basic Services (default)

• getFullTxt

• getSelectedFullTxt

• getHolding

• getDocumentDelivery

• getMessageNoFullTxt

• Advance Services

• All remaining services

• Can move services between sections
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Target Precedence

• Similar to logic rules

• Specify order of targets

• If library has preferred 

targets, put those first

• Depends on library
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Target Order

• Alphabetical – default order

• Change order based on library’s preference, 

such as

• Most used  or requested sources at top

• Smallest collections at bottom

• Plan which have priority for the top or bottom 

of list
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Like It?  Keep It!  Not?  Design Again!
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A Few More Configuration Details …

Other Settings & Options

• Display Logic

• Proxy / CrossRef

• DirectLink

• Related Objects

• API
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Display Logic

• Settings apply to the SFX menu

• Determine content displayed on 

the menu (sequence, etc.)



16

31

Proxy \ CrossRef

• Explored in a previous session

• #4 Polishing Off Targets 

• Using a Proxy Server With SFX

• SFX, CrossRef and DOI Linking
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Logic Rules Execute In Order

• Popular rule : To display only first occurrence of EBSCO 

Full Text, and repress multiple occurrences of same target  

in results
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DirectLink

• Depends on 

library’s decision

• DirectLink goes to 

service type 

selected, does not 

display SFX Link

• Full text is most 

common usage, 

without other 

services (catalog, 

etc.)
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Related Objects

If full text only is preferred, turn off ToC and Abstract.
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API Offers More Advanced Customization
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Section 2 :  SFX Menu Customization

Using the knowledge you just learned and 
the steps outlined in the SFX Workbook, 
identify how your library will use (or change) 
the standard SFX menu options.  

Think about your library’s overall design for 
web pages, use of color, and logo.

Practice
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Have Fun, Be Creative, Make SFX Yours!

• Add your library’s special touch!

• Have fun, play with different options, designs 

to make the menu unique to the library!

• Just remember …

(See Target Configuration Manual for SFX button details)
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SFX A-Z List and CitationLinker
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Objectives

• Identify how to tailor the A-Z List options 

• Describe how to enable the options needed for 

your library’s services

• Recognize the A-Z list is static
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Personalize The A-Z List

• Many ways to customize the list

• Results list length

• “Type ahead”

• Length

• Summary or detail

• Many more options
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How Many Results?  What Fits Just Right?

Provide “type ahead”

for title (through Ajax)

Keep list size 
manageable
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Summary Results or Detail?

See more results
at a glance?

Or, get more detail at a 
glance?
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Customize Options, Similar To SFX Menu

See more 
results at a 
glance?

Or, get more detail at a 
glance?

Tailor header, 
tabs, pagination 

link
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Journal Search & Display Parameters

Get SFX Search 
Box for library 
home page

Enable Ajax for 
“type ahead”

feature

Tailor 
“aca” or 

“acad” or 
“acade”*

Doesn’t affect # journals/page
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Content Parameters

Must select getHolding if have 
print holdings in the catalog

Results not be shown in A-Z List, 
based on library preference (such 
as free journals)
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Language Parameters

Must select country, header for 
A-Z list to generate
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SFX List Is Static, Unlike SFX Menu

• To update SFX A-Z list with changes, must 

index it

• A-Z list is generated through a chron job.

• More details in User’s Guide
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Options To Customize A-Z List Display
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Customize Menu Text & Tabs 
Displayed

50

Change message test to 
library’s standard
terminology for users
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Change SFX Main Menu
the message text, 
as needed

52

Tailor Options “Your Way”

• Many ways to 

make SFX Menu 

and A-Z List 

“yours”

• Try out options, 

see what works 

best, and if not, 

change again
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Section 3 :  SFX A-Z List 
Customization

Using the knowledge you just learned and 
the steps outlined in the SFX Workbook, 
identify how your library will use (or change) 
the standard options for the A-Z list.  

Remember that the A-Z list is static.

Unlike the SFX Menu, changes are not shown 
immediately.

Practice
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CitationLinker

• In SFX 3.0, CitationLinker is part of A-Z List 

and menu options

• Who uses CitationLinker?

• Sometimes perceived as a “librarian’s” tool

• Researchers and faculty can benefit

• Valuable to open it up to general users and 

searches
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How To Show/Hide CitationLinker

www.exlibrisgroup.com/sfx.htm


